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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
Dear Colleagues, Greetings!

!

As most of you are aware, from Sept. 2nd
through the 6th, the Association for the Study
of Persianate Societies (ASPS) launched its
Sixth Biennial Conference in the beautiful
city of Sarajevo. By the consensus of all,
ASPS/Sarajevo 2013 was one of the most
successful of our conferences to date.
ASPS/Sarajevo brought together some 250
highly acclaimed international scholars
from over 20 countries across three
continents. Especially noteworthy was the
truly international scope and presence of
scholars from the Persianate world, which
included colleagues from Ar menia,
Georgia, Tajikistan, Israel, India, Iran, and
of course Bosnia-Herzeg ovina. In
collaboration with its academic partners in
Sarajevo, ASPS/SARAJEVO 2013 hosted
49 panels and workshops that show-cased a
rich array of scholarly papers covering the
range of disciplinary and interdisciplinary
studies in the field.

!

Led by the untiring efforts of our newly
appointed Regional Director in Sarajevo,
Dr. Ahmed Zildžić, together with
Professor Snježana Buzov and our Host
and US Organizing Committees, ASPS/
SARAJEVO 2013 was the result of more
than a year of preparation and
collaboration between ASPS and its hosts
and co-sponsors in Sarajevo. Foremost
amongst the latter were the Bosniac
Institute and the Adil Zulfikarpašić
Foundation, Sarajevo, which under the
kind and exemplary directorship of Ms.
Amina Rizvanbegović-Džuvić,
graciously provided ASPS with the historic
and exquisite site of the Bosniac Institute
as one of the two venues for the
Conference. Built in the center of the city,
the building incorporates the beautifully
renovated architectural features of a 16th
century Ottoman hamam. Over-looking an
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Ottoman caravansary, Hotel Europe, with its
restored Austrian Café and beautiful terraces,
served as the second venue of the Conference.

!

Dr. Mustafa Jahić, and Mr. Osman Lavić, its
librarian, graciously show-cased an exhibition of
some of the most unique, early modern, Persian
manuscripts, from amongst thousands currently
held at the Gazi Husrev Beg library. The
participants were especially impressed by the great
wealth and number of early modern manuscripts
held at the Gazi Husrev Beg library, and a new
awareness of this rich treasure of Persian
manuscripts in Sarajevo has already paved the way
for research possibilities in Sarajevo for a number
of participants. The library also graciously opened
the doors of its small and exquisite museum to the
participants of the conference for the duration of
the event. Throughout the conference, the Bosniac
Institute also show-cased a small collection of its
rare and exquisite Persian manuscripts, which
number close to a thousand in total. The
manuscripts of the Bosniac Institute also were put
on display at the beautiful Ottoman hamam of the
Institute. The book exhibit of the conference,
organized by Ms. Golfam Ghafourifar, with the
collaboration of colleagues from the Bosniac
Institute, was also located at the premises of the
Institute. Coffee breaks between panel sessions
were held in the charming Austrian-style lounges at
the Institute and the delightful terraces of Hotel
Europe.

!

ASPS is also grateful for having the CoSponsorship of the Faculty of Philosophy of
the University of Sarajevo, under the deanship
of Prof. Dr. Ivo Komšić, Dean of the
Department of Oriental Philology, UNSA
and St. Anthony Franciscan Monastery,
Sarajevo.

!

ASPS/SARAJEVO 2013, is also honored to have
had the co-sponsorship of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Bosnia and Herzegovina; the
Ministry of Culture, Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina; the Honorable Professor Doctor

	


Ivo Komšić, Mayor of Sarajevo; the
Federal Ministry of Culture and Sports,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and its
Minister, the honorable Salmir Kaplan,
and finally the Academy of Fine Arts,
Sarajevo and Pr ofessor Ćazim
Hadžimejlić.

!

On the inaugural evening of the
Conference, on Sept. 2nd, Professor Said
Amir Arjomand, who served as Master of
Ceremonies, began the evening by
highlighting the achievements of ASPS in
launching one of the largest ASPS
conferences in the histor y of the
Association under the leadership of its
cur rent President, Prof. Par vaneh
Pourshariati, and the ASPS Board of
Directors and Organizing Committees.
Professor Doctor Ivo Komšić, Mayor of
Sarajevo, welcomed the participants,
underlining the importance of international
conferences of this kind in forging new
academic collaborations between scholars
in Bosnia-Herzegovina and those from
other Persianate societies and the Western
world.

!

Ms. Amina Rizvanbegović-Džuvić, the
Director of the Bosniac Institute, then
delivered a speech in which she detailed the
fascinating history of the Bosniac Institute
and its founder, Adil Zulfikarpaša and the
Adil Zulfikarpašic Foundation. Dr. Ahmed
Zildžić, Regional Director of the ASPS in
the Balkans (Oriental Institute, Sarajevo),
(who is incidentally fluent in Persian) and
Professor Snježana Buzov, both also
members of the Board of Directors of
ASPS and the chairs of the Host
Committee of the conference, followed by
welcoming the participants, with Dr.
Zildžić providing the audience with the
history of the destruction wrought on the
Oriental Institute and its extensive Persian
manuscript collections during the war years,
and its revival in its aftermath.

!

Professor Salma Farooqui, the chair of
the Host Committee of ASPS/Hyderabad
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG
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2012, then conveyed the well-wishes of our dear
colleague, Professor Mohammad Miyan, the
Vice Chancellor of the Maulana Azad National
Urdu University (MANUU). It was through the
co-sponsorship and delightful hospitality of
MANUU and the Indian Council for Cultural
Relations that the memorable ASPS/Hyderabad
2012 conference was held. Professor Salma
Farooqui delivered a Memorandum by Vice
Chancellor, Professor Mohammad Miyan, in
which she revealed the details of a new Visiting
Scholar Fellowship (please see the announcement
on p. 7 and p.16) and the collaboration between
MANUU and ASPS. Finally, underlining that the
historic foresight in founding the ASPS rests with
Professor Said Amir Arjomand, the Founder and
past President of the ASPS, and thanking the Vice
President of the Association, Professor Jo-Ann
Gross, for her unrelenting support as well as her
dedicated service to the ASPS for close to two
decades, Parvaneh Pourhariati, the President of
ASPS, delivered her academic talk on “History in
Epic: The Shahnameh of Ferdowsi.”

!

With the commencement of the conference on
September 3rd 2013, the exhibition of the Gazi
Husrev Beg Library also opened, with the
introductory remarks of the Director of the Gazi
Husrev Beg Library, Dr. Mustafa Jahić, and Mr.
Osman Lavić, the chief librarian of the Gazi
Husrev Beg. Among other highlights of the
conference was an exhibition of exquisite
Sarajevan calligraphy, organized through the efforts
of Professor Snježana Buzov, which was likewise
opened on Sept. 3rd in the Gazi Husrev Beg
Khaneqah.

!

One of the highlights of ASPS/SARAJEVO 2013
was the Association’s ceremony to honor and pay
tribute to the leading fiction-writer of 20th-21st
century Iran, Mr. Mahmoud Dowlatabadi. The
event was organized through the Artistic
Directorship of Ms. Ariana Barkeshli, the Iranian
“Keyboard Scheherazade” and the Artistic
Director of the conference. In a memorable
evening of celebration, participants celebrated and
paid tribute to a lifetime of literary achievements
by the Iranian Laureate, Mahmoud Dowlatabadi.
The evening began with the welcoming remarks of
the Convener of the event, Professor Prof.

	


Pourshariati, and continued with a lecture
by Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak, on the life
and times of Mahmoud Dowlatabadi.
Prof. Karimi-Hakkak, one of the
foremost scholars of classical and modern
Persian literature, also served as Master of
Ceremonies of the Tribute Night. Mr.
Dowlatabadi then delivered a key-note
speech, Words Etched in Rock, The Artist’s
View of His Life and Art, and the audience
was captivated by the poignant and
touching piece composed and read by him
about his life and work. Maestro Ariana
Barkeshli’s brilliant piano performance of
works by modern Iranian composers,
Aminollah Hossein and Alir eza
Mashayeki, was alternated with readings
by Mr. Dowlatabadi of excerpts of his
works in Persian, followed by Prof.
Ahmad K arimi-Hakkak’s English
translations.

!

On Sept. 5th a memorable night of musical
performance under the Artistic
Directorship of Ms. Ariana Barkeshli,
ASPS/SARAJEVO 2013 featured the
renowned Persian classical vocalist and
musician, Ms. Sepideh Raissadat and her
ensemble, Mr. Pasha Karami and Mr.
Iman Vaziri, who joined the eastern
musical tradition with that of the Balkans
with the performance of the celebrated
Amira Medunjanin. On Sept. 6 th ,
participants joined a trip organized by the
ASPS Host Committee to the beautiful,
Persianate city of Mostar. On the way they
also paid a visit to a beautiful khaneqah near
the city and enjoyed a wonderful lunch of
trout by the river.

!

Amongst the participants in the conference
were the delegations of colleagues from
Iran and Tajikistan, who were graciously
co-sponsored by the American Institute
of Iranian Studies and the Central
Eurasia Research Fund supported
through the generous contributions of the
Goelet Foundation, respectively, as well as
colleagues from Armenia and Georgia who
had been sponsored by the generous
support of the Soudavar Memorial
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG
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Foundation and the Ar menian Studies
Program, University of Ann Arbor, Michigan.
The flood of thank you emails we received from
our colleagues following the conference
demonstrates the deep impact their participation in
ASPS/SARAJEVO 2013 had on them both
academically and personally.

!

All of those who have been involved in organizing
a conference of this kind are fully aware of the
tremendous amount of work required, work that
cannot be sustained by any one person alone.
ASPS/SARAJEVO is no exception to this rule,
having been organized with the untiring efforts of
the members of the Host Organizing Committee:
Ahmed Zildžić (ASPS Regional Director, Oriental
Institute, Sarajevo), Snježana Buzov (The Ohio
State University), Amina Rizvanbegović-Džuvić
(The Bosniac Institute), Behija Zlatar (Oriental
Institute, Sarajevo), Munir Drkić (University of
Sarajevo), as well as the efforts, above and beyond
the call of duty, of the US Organizing Committee
of the Conference, composed of Pooriya
Alimoradi (University of Toronto), Said Amir
Arjomand (SUNY Stony Brook). Ariana
Barkeshli (Dutchess Community College), Sussan
Babaie (The Courtauld Institute of Art),
Snježana Buzov (The Ohio State University),
Ghazzal Dabiri (Columbia University), Saghi
Gazerani (Journal of Persianate Studies), Jo-Ann
Gross (The College of New Jersey), Ahmad
Karimi-Hakkak (University of Maryland), Rudi
Matthee (University of Delaware) and Paul
Losensky (Indiana University). To others who in
one way or another contributed to the success of
the conference, I would like to extend my most
sincere gratitude and thanks. I would like to
especially single out my dear colleagues, Pooriya
Alimoradi, Snježana Buzov, Ghazzal Dabiri,
Saghi Gazerani, Jo-Ann Gross, Paul Losensky,
Arzetta Losensky, Ahmed Zildžić, and Ariana
Barkeshli without whose dedicated support and
help none of this would have been possible.

!

Beyond the support of our membership, to each
and every one of whom I remain personally
grateful, ASPS/SRAJEVO 2013 could not have
transpired had it not been for the generous funding
and co-sponsorship provided by our sister
organizations and individual patrons and donors.
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On behalf of the ASPS, I would like to
extend our most sincere gratitude to The
American Institute of Iranian Studies;
The Iran Heritage Foundation; John
Goelet Charitable Foundation; Soudavar
Memorial Foundation; Mr. Mehrdad
Nadooshan & Ms. Nilou Safavieh; The
Armenian Studies Program, University
of Ann Arbor/Michigan; The Rumi
Institute; Mr. Dariush Borbor, Director,
Research Institute and Library of
Iranian Studies (RILIS); Department of
Near Eastern Languages and Cultures/
The Ohio State University; Foundation
for Iranian Studies; Iran Nameh; British
Institute of Persian Studies; Roshan
Center for Persian Studies and Mr. Gus
Khamneipur. My personal and sincere
gratitude is also extended to friends and
colleagues without whose aid it would have
been impossible to raise the funds
necessary for ASPS/Sarajevo 2013. To
Vahid Alaghband, Ali Ansari, Sussan
Babaie, Kathryn Babayan, Fatemeh
Keshavar-K aramustafa, Mohamad
Dowlatiani, Erica Ehrenberg, Jo-Ann
Gross, Franklin Lewis, Lloyd Ridgeon,
Rachel Milstein, Jawid Mojaddedi,
Negin Nabavi, Fatema Soudavar
Farmanfarmaian, Mohamad Tavakoli,
and Kevin van Bladel, therefore, I remain
indebted for their remarkable generosity
and help.

As you are all by now aware, thanks to the efforts
of Mr. Mohamad Dowlatiani and his team in the
early months of 2012, and the consistent and
remarkable management of Mr. Pooriya
Alimoradi since then, ASPS can now boast of
maintaining an extremely professional web-page
which has become the “public face” of the
Association. I am especially grateful to Mr.
Alimoradi for his constant and untiring support
and professionalism, gratis, in ensuring the smooth
functioning of this important public domain of
ASPS. Plans for further improving our web page,
including the creation of an exclusive login system
with the help of Mr. Dowlatiani, for the benefit
of our members, are currently on the way, and I
hope to further report on this to you in due course.

!
II. Online Membership
!

President’s Mid-Term Report

I am also delighted to report to you that, thanks,
once again, to the extraordinary efforts of Mr.
Pooriya Alimoradi, we have now successfully
transformed our membership data from a
cumbersome manual format to an automatic online
format. The effective transformation of our
m e m b e r s h i p r o s t e r, w h i l e h av i n g b e e n
cumbersome, and while creating a number of
unanticipated problems (which we have now luckily
overcome), has been invaluable in creating a solid
infrastructure for maintaining our membership
information, and shall certainly ensure a more
smooth functioning of the Association’s ongoing
business, including the dissemination of its news,
and most importantly, the successful delivery of its
first class Journal, the JPS, to its membership. In
case your information is not up-to-date with us, I
am hereby requesting, my dear colleagues, to make
sure that the Association has your latest contact
information, by filling out our membership form at
http://www.persianatesocieties.org/index.php/
membership.

As we have reached mid-way since I took
over my responsibilities as the President of
the ASPS in January 2012, I thought it
important to provide you with a “mid-term
report” on the progress that we have thus
far made:
I: Creation of a Professional Web-Page

On behalf of the ASPS, I am thrilled to report to
you that the number of our active and inactive
members currently stands at a grand-total of 374
members! Of these, a total of 116 are in the
category of 0 years to expiration, i.e. they are long

!
!
!
!
!

Parvaneh Pourshariati
ASPS
President

!
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III. Membership Recruitment Efforts
!

	


overdue in renewing their membership, and
I am hereby appealing to them to renew
their membership. A further 27 members
in this number comprise those colleagues
who have recently applied for membership
online, but have failed to pay their
membership dues electronically through
our PayPal system. (Incidentally, I must
reiterate that while it is through PayPal that
we collect our membership dues, the
system allows our members to pay through
their own credit cards and does not require
payment through the PayPal system.)

!

The end of November is now established
as the yearly calendar date at which time
the ASPS shall send its call for membership
renewals. I remain indebted to all of you
for all your support thus far. Your support
has been the solid pillar through which the
ASPS has ensured its success in recent
years. On behalf of the Association,
therefore, I extend to each and every one
of you my most sincere gratitude for all
your support and encouragement! Thanks
to your support, we have now gained
incredible momentum. Please help us
ensure our continued success and growth
by reaching out to other colleagues whose
expertise and work connects to the
academic agendas of your Association.
There is much that we can yet do. The
ASPS has the potential of becoming the
most important association through which
we can further connect, internationally, our
collective efforts in studying Persianate
Societies in a long duree and
interdisciplinary fashion. Help us in further
realizing this academic vision and
aspiration!

!

IV. Opening our Balkan Regional
Branch and further New Horizons

!

As you are all aware, our Balkan Regional
Branch in Sarajevo is now more than a year
old. Our memorable ASPS/SARAJEVO
2013 conference was, in essence, a
celebration of our efforts in reaching the
western-most limits of the Persianate

HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG
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world. The success of the conference was such
that, side by side with the exciting offers extended
from our colleagues in Tajikistan and Armenia for
holding ASPS 2015 in Dushanbe and Yerevan
respectively, we were fortunate to have an
invitation extended to us by colleagues in Turkey
for having our next Biennial Conference in Konya.

!

At the meeting of our Board of Directors in
Sarajevo, the ASPS Board of Directors voted to
convene its next Biennial Convention in 2015,
in Konya/Turkey.

!

Preliminary plans for the organization of the
Konya conference, including the dissemination of
our “Call for Papers,” shall begin soon. We hope
that ASPS/KONYA 2015 will create the
conditions for the establishment of an ASPS
regional branch in Turkey, a long overdue step that
I hope to take before the end of my term of
Presidency in December 2014.

!

I would also like to report that the success of the
Association in recent years, and in particular the
success of the ASPS/SARAJEVO 2013, was such
that to our great delight, the ASPS was invited to
open an office in Moscow. We shall be pursuing
this excellent opportunity with rigor and I hope to
be able to report on it to you in due course.

!
But that is not all!
!

Serious proposals have also been extended to us,
namely by our colleague, Brian Spooner who is
spearheading the effort, to extend our activities to
Xinjiang, and to organize a future conference in
the Xinjiang region of China. Might we yet see, in
not too far a future, the opening up of an ASPS
Regional Branch in China?

!

V. ASPS Opens a second branch in
Tajikistan

!

I am delighted to inform you that, thanks to the
efforts of our colleague, Jo-Ann Gross, and with
the approval of the Board of Directors, we shall be
opening a second branch in Tajikistan, in Khujand.
Our Khojand office will be operating under the
directorship of Dr. Timur Karimov of Khujand
State University. On behalf of our membership

	


and the Board of Directors, I would like to
take this opportunity to extend our
warmest welcome to Dr. Karimov. I look
ver y much forward to our future
collaborations with the ASPS/Khujand
branch and Dr. Timur Karimov.

!

VI. ASPS and the Maulana Azad
National Urdu University (MANUU)
Announce ASPS/MANUU TRAVEL
CUM RESEARCH GRANT
The Association for the Study of the Persianate
Societies is delighted to announce its ASPS/
MANUU Travel cum Research Grant,
beginning in the academic year 2014-2015.
Established by generous funding of the
Maulana Azad National Urdu
University, under the auspices of the Vice
Chancellor of MANUU, Professor
Mohammad Miyan and with the
collaboration of Professor Salma
Farooqui, this grant is being established to
foster and facilitate research on DeccanPersian Relations and the Indo-Persian
Cultural tradition of the Deccan and will
facilitate the research of one scholar
working on the Indo-Persian history and
cultural tradition every year.
Intended as a partial stipend to be
supplemented by other funding obtained by
the applicant, the grant will carry a stipend
of (Rs. 3,20,000.00, approximately,
$5,000.00 US, plus lodging in the
Guesthouse of the MANUU campus), and
shall cover a 6-month stay. The appointed
scholar is expected to be already engaged in
research on the Indo-Persian Cultural
tradition and will be affiliated with the H.
K. Sherwani Centre for Deccan Studies at
MANUU. We are in the process of creating
a standing Selection Committee for the
ASPS/MANUU grant. Please keep an eye
out for our announcement in months to
come.
VI. Our Life Members are Growing!
It is with great pleasure that I report to you
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG
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that four new friends and colleagues have taken the
generous step of joining the growing roster of the
Association’s Life Members during the past year.
These valued friends and colleagues include: Dr.
Mehrdad Amanat, Mr. Abol Ghassem
Khamneipur, Dr. Gholam Reza Vatandoust, and
on behalf of the Maulana Azad National Urdu
University (MANUU), Vice Chancellor,
Professor Mohammad Miyan (see pages 13-14
for our new lifetime members’ bios). On behalf of
the ASPS and its Board of Directors, I would like
to extend to these dear friends and colleagues, my
personal gratitude and a heartfelt welcome to the
Association. Thank you Gholam, Mehrdad, Gus,
and Professor Miyan for your tremendous
support. I remain personally indebted to all of you.
Please Donate to the ASPS
ASPS is dependent on the support that it receives
from its members in order to sustain and run the
Association. Besides making sure that you are
current in paying your membership dues, and if
you have the means, please donate to your
Association and help us to direct our energies
to the many yet outstanding plans that we have
to further improve and expand the activities of
the Association. You can easily make any
donations through our online donation box,
available on our web-pag e at http://
persianatesocieties.org.
Thanking Kathryn Arjomand
Since its beginning six years ago, Kathryn
Arjomand served the ASPS as the editorial
manager of the Journal of Persianate Societies, and it
has been under her dedicated supervision and
meticulous work that the JPS has grown to
become one of the first class journals of
Persianate studies in the field. For personal
reasons, Kathryn has decided to step down from
her position as the editorial manager of the JPS.
The academe lacks the resources and means to
properly recognize the self-less contribution of
colleagues such as Kathryn for their service to the
field. Words remain the only tool of disciplines in
the humanities through which they can properly
communicate their profound gratitude to these

	


colleagues. And it is in this spirit that, on
behalf of the ASPS, its membership, the
Editorial Board of the JPS, and the Board
of Directors of ASPS, I extend our
deepest gratitude and appreciation to
Kathryn Arjomand for her years of
service to the Association. Thank you
Kathryn! ASPS and JPS have become all
the more robust and vigorous on account
of your devoted years of service.

!

Welcoming New Board Members
It is with great delight that, on behalf of
the Board of Directors of ASPS, I
welcome the new members of the Board
elected by the membership, Pooriya
Alimoradi, Sussan Babaie and Ghazzal
Dabiri, and the new Treasurer of the
Association, Paul Losensky, nominated
by the Board of Directors and confirmed
by the ASPS membership. It is also with
great pleasure that I announce the first
occupant to our post of Vice-President,
Jo-Ann Gross. As almost a year has passed
since the publication of our Newsletter
(the delay having been caused by the year
that was spent on organizing ASPS/
SARAJEVO 2013, and for which I take full
personal responsibility), our dear
colleagues, Ghazzal, Pooriya and Sussan,
and Paul and Jo-Ann have already
assumed their positions in the Board and
have contributed significantly not only to
the ongoing business of the Association,
but also our Sixth Biennial Congress in
Sarajevo. It has been a delight working with
Ghazzal, Pooriya, Sussan, and Paul and
Jo-Ann. On behalf of the Association, and
since assuming the presidency of ASPS, I
owe so much to Pooriya Alimoradi. Many
of the changes that we have effected in the
administration and structure of the
Association would have been impossible
without him, and I am deeply grateful for
the tremendous work he has accomplished,
without remuneration I might add, on
behalf of the ASPS during the past two
years. Ghazzal Dabiri was already a very
familiar name to the ASPS
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG
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membership. Her meticulous work on the
Newsletter has already gone a long way to add to
the professional contours of the Association, and
her active role in the Board of Directors has been
an invaluable addition to its smooth functioning.
As one of the founding fathers of the Association,
the name of Jo-Ann Gross has been etched in
ASPS’ roster of activities since the inception of the
Association. In taking up the position as the VicePresident of the Association, therefore, Jo-Ann
has only assumed a title that has been rightfully
hers, since the beginning. I could not have carried
the ongoing and weighty responsibilities of
running the Association without her steady and
indefatigable support and camaraderie! I have
learned much from her valuable experiences and
her historical memory of the Association. Sussan
Babaie, and Paul Losensky, might be new
additions to our Board of Directors, but their
standing in the academe and their scholarly
achievements in Persianate studies have long been
established in the field. It has been a great honor
and a distinct pleasure to work with Sussan and
Paul. Sussan’s role in launching the Sarajevo
conference and procuring the generous Iran
Heritage Foundation grant has been invaluable
to me personally and to the Association as a whole.
Finally without the extraordinary efforts of Paul
Losensky and Arzetta Losensky during the past
year we would have been far behind in organizing
the financial infrastructure of the ASPS. Thanks to
the systematic and conscientious efforts of Paul
and Arzetta the financial operation and structure
of the Association is sound and professionally
administered.

!

It has been a remarkable and productive journey
working side by side with these new colleagues
during the past year and I look forward to
continuing to work closely with Paul and Arzetta,
Ghazzal, Jo-Ann, Pooriya and Sussan in what
remains of my presidential term. Finally, I extend
my sincere and heartfelt gratitude to my dear
colleagues, Salma Farooqui, Sunil Sharma, and
Mohamad Tavakoli, as well as Nazanin
Shahrokni, for having agreed to run in our
previous elections and for having lent and
expressed their incredible support and collegiality
to the Association.

!

	


ASPS Elections
It is once again Election time for the ASPS.
We have two new vacancies for which our
Nomination Committee, Said AmirArjomand, Houchang Chehabi, Jo-Ann
Gross, Paul Losensky, Rudi Matthee
and Sunil Sharma, nominated four
outstanding colleagues: Mana Kia
(Columbia University), Jawid Mojaddedi
(Rutgers University), Judith Pfeiffer
(University of Oxford), and Brian
Spooner (University of Pennsylvania). It is
with tremendous excitement that I report
to you that all have accepted our invitation
to run. Their bios follow in the next few
pages and are made available to you on our
website at:
http://www.persianatesocieties.org/index.php/
asps-bod-elections-fall-2013

!

Please Be Sure to Cast Your Votes by
11:59pm (E.D.T) Mon. Dec. 16th 2013!
It is a reflection of the continued success
of the Association that so many
outstanding colleagues have agreed to lend
their names and expertise to the ASPS.

!
Ba Mehr,
Parvaneh Pourshariati
President,
The Association for the Study of Persianate
Societies (ASPS)
http://www.persianatesocieties.org/

!

Associate Professor
Department of Near Eastern Languages
and Cultures
The Ohio State University
323 Hagerty Hall
1775 College Road
Columbus, OH 43210
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ELECTIONS:
CANDIDATES’ BIOGRAPHIES
Board of Directors

!

http://www.persianatesocieties.org/index.php/asps-bod-elections-fall-2013

Mana Kia

!

Mana Kia is Assistant
Professor of Indo-Persian
Studies in the Department
of Middle Eastern, South
Asian and African Studies
at Columbia University. Previously she was
a postdoctoral research fellow at the Center
for the History of Emotions at the Max
Planck Institute for Human Development
in Berlin. She received her Ph.D. from
Harvard University in History and Middle
Eastern Studies (2011). Her work generally
engages with the comparative and
connective social and cultural histories of
West, Central and South Asia (18th-19th
centuries). She is currently finishing a book
titled Sensibilities of Belonging: Transregional
Persianate Communities before Nationalism,
which critiques protonationalist modes of
envisioning Persianate cultures and
societies and offers new modes of
understanding the importance of the
circulation of people, texts, and ideas
between Iran and India at the end of the
early modern period. She has also begun
work on a project examining the
relationship between early modern ethics
of love and loyalty in companionship and
the production of Persian texts commonly
used as source materials for the study of
18th-century India. She has recent and
forthcoming publications on topics such as
Indo-Persian cultural history, Persian travel
writing, modern Iranian history, and gender
and sexuality.

!
!
!
!
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Jawid Mojaddedi
Jawid Mojaddedi is Director of
Graduate Studies and Associate
Professor of Religion at Rutgers
University. His area of research
is early and medieval Sufism.
Born in Kabul, Afghanistan, and
raised from the age of five in Great Britain, he
completed his studies under the supervision of the
late Norman Calder at the University of
Manchester. He served for two years as Assistant
Editor for Encyclopaedia Iranica, before taking up his
current position at Rutgers, where he teaches
courses in the general field of Islamic Studies, with
a focus on mystical literature, and alternative Islams
to that of the Sunni ulama. He previously served as
Director of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies
at Rutgers and Principal Investigator for the first
ever Undergraduate International Studies and
Foreign Language Grant awarded for Persian
Studies.

!

Since the publication of his verse translation, The
Masnavi: Book One, which was awarded the 2004
Lois Roth Prize, he has been working towards
completing the six books of Jalal al-Din Rumi’s
magnum opus. He has already published in the same
Oxford World’s Classics Series a translation of the
second and third books, in 2007 and 2013,
respectively. In addition to his translations of
Rumi’s poetry, he has also published the
monograph Beyond Dogma: Rumi’s Teachings on
Friendship with God and Early Sufi Theories (Oxford
University Press, 2012). Previous books include The
Biographical Tradition in Sufism: the tabaqat genre from
al-Sulami to Jami (RoutledgeCurzon, 2001), and, as
co-editor and co-translator with Norman Calder
and Andrew Rippin, Classical Islam: A Sourcebook of
Religious Literature (Routledge, 2003; expanded
second edition, 2012).
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Judith Pfeiffer

!

Judith Pfeiffer’s research
focuses on the social,
political, and intellectual
history of the Nile to
Oxus region with a
particular emphasis on Iran, Central Asia,
and Anatolia during the Middle Periods of
Islamic history. She has a special interest in
the ways in which political and confessional
boundaries were re-negotiated and redefined during the post-Mongol period,
and has worked on Islamization processes,
historiography, and political thought during
the 13th to 17th centuries.

!

Her publications include History and
Historiography of Post-Mongol Central Asia and
the Middle East (2006, co-edited with Sholeh
Quinn in collaboration with Ernest
Tucker); Theoretical Approaches to the
Transmission and Edition of Oriental
Manuscripts (co-edited with Manfred Kropp,
2007); and Politics, Patronage and the
Transmission of Knowledge in 13th-15th Century
Tabriz (2013). Her current research involves
the biography of the Ilkhanid historian,
statesman, and intellectual Rashīd al-Dīn,
whose Bayān al-Ḥaqāʾiq is forthcoming with
Mīrāth-i Maktūb (Tehran).

!

Judith is the recipient of several awards,
including DAAD, AHRC, Rockefeller,
Gerda Henkel, and IAS fellowships. She
currently directs a five-year ERC project on
13th to 16th century intellectual history, with
upcoming conferences on The Intellectual
Culture of Medieval Maragha and Shiʿism,
Sunnism, and Confessional Ambiguity in the 13th
to 16th Century Nile to Oxus Region. Judith is
an editorial board member of the journals
Orient and Journal of Islamic Manuscripts and
is co-editor of the book series Islamicate
Intellectual History and Miroir de l'Orient
Musulman.

!

She has lived, studied, and worked for five
years in the Middle East, including in Iran,
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where she worked with Doctors Without Borders
in Sanandaj during the Kurdish refugee crisis in
1996.

!

Judith received her Ph.D. in Near Eastern Studies/
History from the University of Chicago in 2003.
She joined the Faculty of Oriental Studies in
Oxford in 2003 as University Lecturer (Associate
Professor), where she has been teaching courses on
Islamic History and Culture; Arabic, Persian, and
Ottoman Turkish historical texts and palaeography;
and special options on Seljuq, Mongol, Mamluk,
Timurid, Ottoman, and Safavid history and
historiography. She served two terms on the Board
of the Faculty of Oriental Studies and contributes
to several BA, MA, and doctoral programs of
Oriental Studies, History, and Theology, and
supervises doctoral students in Oxford and abroad.

!
!
!

!
Brian Spooner
!

My degrees are from Oxford, in
Persian and Pahlavi (BA) and
Anthropology (D. Phil.). My
dissertation research was on
religious and political leadership among the Baloch.
After six years as Assistant Director of the British
Institute of Persian Studies in Tehran (1961-1967),
I have taught at the University of Pennsylvania
since 1968. I have represented the University of
Pennsylvania on the Boards of the American
Institute of Iranian Studies since 1995 (as President
1996-1996), the American Institute of Pakistan
Studies (as President 1999-2005) since 1973, and
the American Institute of Afghanistan Studies
since its foundation in 2003. In addition to annual
research projects in Iran from 1958 to 1979, I
served as Advisor to the Department of the
Environment in Tehran (1974-1977), and under the
Department's auspices I developed and managed
the “Turan Programme” of interdisciplinary
research on the human use of Iran’s desert areas.
My early publications on Iran focused on social
organization, pastoral nomads, and irrigation.
After 1979 I extended my interests to the whole
Persianate area, and have published on language

	


and culture, in particular: Reading
Nasta'liq, Persian and Urdu Hands from
1500 to the Present (Mazda 1995, with
William L. Hanaway); Literacy in the
Persianate World, Writing and the Social
Order (Penn Press 2012, edited with
William L. Hanaway); Language Policy and
Language Conflict in Afghanistan and its
Neighbors (Brill 2012, edited with Harold
F. Schiffman). My articles include “Weavers
and Dealers: the Authenticity of an
Oriental Carpet,” in The Social Life of
Things, ed. Arjun Appadurai, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, pp. 195-235
(1986), “Siyaq: Persianate Numerical
Notation and Numeracy” (with William L.
Hanaway), Oxford Handbook of the
History of Mathematics, Oxford: Oxford
University Press, pp. 429-447 (2009),
“Investment and Translocality, The Baloch
in Islamic and Global Context,” invited by
Zentrum Moderner Orient (2013). I have
also contributed to the Encyclopaedia
Iranica, of which I am Consulting Editor
for Anthropology. In 1998 I helped to
relaunch language programs in Tehran for
American students.

!
!Please Be Sure to Cast Your Votes by
______________________

11:59pm (E.D.T) Mon. Dec. 16th 2013

!!
http://www.persianatesocieties.org/index.php/
asps-bod-elections-fall-2013
!!
!!
!!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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!
!
!
!
!
!

CERF GRANT
RECIPIENTS

The CERF Committee would like to congratulate
the following recipients of the 2013 CERF Grant:

!
!

Inomjon Abdusattorovich Mamadaliev, Russia
and Central Asia: The Specificity of Colonial Rule in the
Imperial Period in the Second Half of the 19th-Early
20th Century

!
!
Abdullo Mirboboev, History of Khujand
!
!

Bibisulton Nawbahorova, The Ghazzals of
Abdulwasi Jabali

!
!

CERF grants support original research leading to
the publication of a book or monograph
concerning Persianate culture by individual
scholars from Afghanistan, K azakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Northwest
China. Grants do not exceed US $1500 and
provide funding for the following: publication
costs for a book or monograph, technical
equipment necessary for specific research projects,
such as computers, printers, scanners, voice
recorders, or digital cameras; travel expenses for
archival research that will directly result in an
original book or monograph. The deadline for
receipt of electronic submissions is January 15th
of each year. Awards are announced on March 1st.
The award period is for one year.

!
!
Eligibility
!

A minimum degree equivalent to a B.A. Grantees
may only reapply for a CERF Grant after five years
from the receipt of a previous CERF award.

!
!

For more information on application procedures,
please visit: http://www.persianatesocieties.org/
index.php/cerf
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NEW
LIFETIME MEMBERS
Mehrdad Amanat

!

Mehrdad Amanat
is a Graduate of
UCLA in civil
engineering
(1976), MA
Islamic Studies (1979) and a PhD in history
(2006). He is the author of Jewish Identities in
Iran: Resistance and Conversion to Islam and the
Baha'i faith IB Tauris 2011. His recent
article in IJMES (44, 2012) is “Set in stone:
homeless corpses and desecrated graves in
Modern Iran.” He is a regular contributor
to Encyclopædia Iranica.

!
!

!

Abol Ghassem
Khamneipur

!

Mr Abolghassem
Khamneipur was born on
May 20, 1942 in Teheran
Iran. His father Mr. Rahim
Khamneipur and his
mother Mrs. Robab Ghazvini, both hailed
from old and notable Muslim Shiite
families from Tabriz in Azerbaijan, Iran.
At the age of seven, Abolghassem
Khamneipur left Iran and moved to St.
Gallen, Switzerland, where he attended the
“Institute Auf Dem Rosenberg” boarding
school. At the age of sixteen he moved to
Munich Germany where he subsequently
obtained his German Abitur. Afterwards
Abolghassem Khamneipur attended first
the University of Erlangen in Germany,
and afterwards he undertook his studies at
the Philosophical faculty in the “Ludwig
Maximillian University” in Munich. In the
year 1967 he completed his masters in
Philosophy from the Hochschule für
Politische Wissenschaften, which is an
academic institution associated with the
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

University of Munich.
Upon his graduation, he published his thesis as a
book, titled “Geschichte der Persischen
Verfassungskrieges 1905-1907” (“The History of
the Iranian Constitutional Wars 1905-1907”).
In the spring of 1968, Abolghassem Khamneipur
returned to Iran, where he remained until the April
of 1980, after the advent of the Islamic Revolution
and before the start of the war between Iran and
Iraq. He left Iran and resided in London England
for two years. In 1982, he immigrated with his
family to Vancouver, B.C., Canada where he has
been living since.
Mr Khamneipur is presently retired and during
winter months he resides in Florida, U.S.

!

!
Mohammad Miyan
!

Prof. Mohammad Miyan, Vice
Chancellor of the Maulana Azad
N a t i o n a l U r d u U n i v e r s i t y,
Hyderabad is a renowned Indian
educationist. His academic
credentials include research
supervision of 31 Ph.D. scholars
and publication of several books and research
papers. He has travelled the world over in
connection with several paper presentations at
national and international conferences and high
level delegations. His varied, wide ranging
administrative experience complements his
academic accomplishments equally. He has held the
positions of Registrar, Finance Officer, Dean,
Faculty of Education, Honorary Vigilance Officer,
Director (School), Officer on Special Duty (Exams,
Infrastructure & Buildings), Director, Academy of
Professional Development of Urdu medium
Teachers and Honorary Director, Centre for
Distance and Open Learning at the Jamia Millia
Islamia, New Delhi.

!
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Gholam R.
Vatandoust
D r. G h o l a m R .
Vatandoust is an
Associate Professor
at the Department of
International Relations of the American
University of Kuwait. He was previously
at Shiraz University (former Pahlavi
University) but was among the first
academics in early 2007 who was forced to
abandon his academic career in Iran. He
then served as the Giovanni Costigan
Visiting Professor at the University of
Washington in Seattle, Washington before
joining the American University of Kuwait
in 2008.
Dr. Vatandoust holds a Ph.D. in Near
Eastern Studies and History from the
University of Washington in Seattle,
Washington. He is the recipient of the
Getty Institute Fellowship and was named
Outstanding Research Fellow in the
Humanities at Shiraz University. He was
g ranted the prestigious award for
outstanding scholarly contributions to the
Province of Fars and His book The CIA
Documents on the 1953 Coup and the Overthrow
of Dr. Musaddiq of Iran (Rasa Publishers,
2001) was named winner of the best book
of the year. Another of his works, Selected
Texts: A Reference Guide to the History of Iran
is now in its eight edition. His Persian
Women and Newspapers of the Constitutional
Period: A Portrayal (1906-1911) was
published early in 2007, and again in 2009
and won the Sedigeyeh Dowlatabadi award
and his co-authored work The Meshkinfam
Museum of Art appeared in 2010. He has
served as the editor and contributor to
several scholarly journals and has authored
and edited books and articles in English
and Persian.

!
!
!
!
!
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!
!
!
!
!

JPS’ NEW ASSOCIATE
EDITOR

!
Saghi Gazerani
!

Saghi Gazerani received her
doctorate from the history
department at Ohio State
University in 2008, and holds a
Master’s degree from the
department of Near Eastern
Languages and Cultures at Ohio State. Her area of
interest is the cultural history of late-antique Iran,
which she has explored through the study of the
epic genre as well as the corpus of Persian popular
medieval literature. Her monograph due for
publication by Brill is a revision of her dissertation
on the Sistani Cycle of Epics, explores the
canonization process of what came to be known as
Iran’s National history and the way in which it
reflects on the past by commemorating it and at
the same time contesting it. She has taught courses
on Iranian history and culture, as well as Persian
language and literature at Ohio State University
and Bogazici University. She has been invited to
present her research at a number of international
academic conferences and symposia. Currently she
is the Associate Editor of the Journal of Persianate
Studies.

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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NEWS FROM THE
OFFICES
Armenia
Yerevan
Conference

!
!

!

Department of Iranian Studies, Yerevan
State University
and Caucasian Centre
for Iranian Studies,
Yerevan hosted the
international
conference “Shirvan,
Arran,
and
Azerbaijan: Historical-Cultural
Retrospective,” which was held in Yerevan,
1-2 November 2013. The conference was
dedicated to the memory of Prof.
Enayatollah Reza, a prominent Iranian
scholar, a great connoisseur of the region,
and the author of the notable book
“Azerbaijan and Arran.”
Historical Shirvan, Arran, and Azerbaijan
constitute an important contact zone, one
of the marked areas of the South Caspian
region, having concatenated the Iranian
and Caucasian worlds. A multi-ethnic
region with its archaic heritage and
interpenetrating cultural traditions, it has
a l way s p r e s e r ve d i t s g e o p o l i t i c a l
significance. It is obvious that a number of
present-day
problems are the
result
of
contradictions of
the past and in no
way connected with
the historical
oppositions of autochthonous cultures. An
objective retrospective outlook over the
history of the region, analysis of its
prosperous eras and periods of peaceful
coexistence of various ethnic and religious
groups, are supposed to promote an
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intercultural dialogue and the development of an
integration strategy.
About 50 scholars from Armenia, Iran, Russia
(particularly Dagestan), Georgia, the Netherlands,
Poland, Great Britain, Canada,
and Germany took part in the
event and presented papers
on the history of the region,
intercultural contacts,
linguistics and literature,
i d e n t i t y p r o b l e m s. T h e
pogramme and abstracts can be found at http://
armacad.blogspot.com/2013/10/confprog-shirvanarran-and-azerbaijan.html

!

Victoria Arakelova
Yerevan State University

!
!

The Balkans	
  	
  
Bosnia-Herzegovina

Sarajevo
Activities & Registration of Office
After a successful conference, many activities are
underway including a special issue on the state of
Persianate Studies in the Balkans edited by
Snježana Buzov and Ahmed Zildžić in a
forthcoming issue of the Journal of Persianate
Societies.

!

During the Board of Directors Meeting at the 2013
conference in Sarajevo, it was unanimously voted
to register the Sarajevo office as an independent
entity which will help facilitate the organization of
any activities ASPS may conduct in the future. A
full report of these and other activities will be
presented in the next issue of the newsletter.

!

Ahmed Zildžić
University of Sarajevo
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India
Hyderabad
Establishment of New Grant
It was indeed a great pleasure to be present
at the Sixth Biennial Convention of the
Association for the Study of Persianate
Societies in the beautiful city of Sarajevo in
September 2013. Having been closely
associated with the Fifth Convention of
ASPS that was held in January 2012 in the
historic city of Hyderabad, I deem it an
honour to be part of furthering the ties
that ASPS and the Maulana Azad National
Urdu University share.
The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of the
Maulana Azad National Urdu University,
Prof. Mohammad Miyan, has extended to
the President of ASPS, Prof. Parvaneh
Pourshariati, an official document of the
international collaboration he wishes to
establish between ASPS and MANUU’s
H.K.Sherwani Centre for Deccan Studies.
MANUU is happy to take a pioneering
step in this regard.
The H.K.Sherwani Centre for Deccan
Studies which was established only a year
ago has become an important instrument
in this collaboration as it is dedicated to
working in the domain of different aspects
of Deccan studies. Strategically this alliance
is significant and valuable because of the
intimate connections that were shared
between Persia and the Deccan since the
fourteenth century. The institution of this
research grant in the fields related to IndoPersianate studies in the Deccan and
Deccan Persian relations is a step which
will strengthen scholarship in this field.
On behalf of the Vice Chancellor, Prof.
Mohammad Miyan, I extend my good
wishes and support and look forward to
working together with ASPS in the future.

!

Salma Ahmed Farooqui
Honorary Director
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

H.K.Sherwani Centre for Deccan Studies
Maulana Azad National Urdu University
Hyderabad, INDIA

!
!
!
!

!
Khujand
!

Tajikistan

!

New Office Established in Khojand

!

During the The Board of Directors Meeting at the
2013 conference in Sarajevo, it was voted
unanimously to open a new office in Khujand. The
branch office will be affiliated with Khujand State
University under the leadership of Dr. Timur
Karimov.

!
Khorog
!
Activities
!

The third edition of Majmuai Makolot, edited by
Mamadrizo Alimov, Umed Mamadsherzoshoev,
and Shiringul Azorbekova, was published with
ASPS support (Merosi Ajam, Khorog, 2013).
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NEWS FROM THE
JOURNAL EDITOR

!

Welcoming Saghi Gazerani

“Ethics and Praxis of Mehr and Mithras and the
Social Institution of the ‘Ayyārs in the Epic
Romance of Samak-e ‘Ayyār,”
Parvaneh Pourshariati (The Ohio State
University)

It is with great excitement that, on behalf
of the Editorial Board of the Journal of
Persianate Studies, I welcome Dr. Saghi
Gazerani as the new Associate Editor of
JPS. It has already been a great pleasure
working with Saghi, a rising star in Iranian
studies, through the meticulous work that
she undertook on the recent double issue
of JPS 6:1-2, Recent Trends in Late
Antique Iranian Studies. I am delighted to
welcome Saghi and look forward to years
of collaboration with her as the Associate
Editor of the JPS.

!

Said Arjomand
Editor, JPS

Contents of Journal of Persianate
Studies
Vol. 6 (1-2)

Religion, Law, Society

“Banners, Spears, Black Raiders and Byzantines:
Some Textual Notes on Late Sasanian and postSasanian Zoroastrian Apocalyptic Texts”
Dan D.Y. Shapira (Bar-Ilan University)

!
!
!

!
!

Building a New Vision of the Past in the Sasanian
Empire: the Sanctuaries of Kayānsīh and the Great
Fires of Iran
Matthew P. Canepa (University of Minnesota)

!

!
!

Marriage, Property and Conversion among the
Zoroastrians: From Late Sasanian to Islamic Iran
Touraj Daryaee (University of California,
Irvine)

!
!

Law in the Crisis of Empire: A Sasanian Example
Yaakov Elman (Yeshiva University)

Special Issue on Recent Trends in Late
Antique Iranian Studies

!
!

!
!
!
!

Guest Editor
Parvaneh Pourshariati
Table of Contents

!

Further Engaging the Paradigm of Late
Antiquity*
Parvaneh Pourshariati (The Ohio State
University)

!
!
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!
!
!
!

Late Antique Iran and the Arabs: The Case of alHira
Isabel Toral-Niehoff (Freie Universität Berlin)

!
!
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New Sources (Archeological,
numismatic, literary)

Two Seal Impressions from Kāfer Qal‘eh
(Samarkand) and the Representations of
Iranian Divinities
Matteo Compareti (Independent
Scholar/Rome)

!
!

R.R. Vasmer and his Hand-written
Catalogue of Tabaristan drachms
Konstantin V. Kravtsov (The State
Hermitage Museum)

!
!

“Early Persian Documents from
Khorasan,”
Shaul Shaked (The Hebrew University
of Jerusalem)

!
!

An Investigation into the Kurdish Genre
of the Shāhnāma and its Religious
Dimensions
Behrooz Chamanara (George-AugustGöttingen University)

!
!
!
!

Historiography:

Some Passages on Turkic peoples in
Zoroastrian Pahlavi Literature
Carlo G. Cereti (Sapienza Università di
Roma)

!
!

Whence Came the Asvārān? An Inquiry
into the Ambiguity of Sources
Hossein Kamaly (Barnard College)

!
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‘Sovereignty’ and ‘Post Sasanian’ Periods vs. the
‘Pre Islamic” and ‘Islamic’ periods
Asef Kholdani (Independent Scholar/New
York)

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Publications

Sajida Sultana Alvi, Perspectives on
Mughal India: Rulers, Historians, ‘Ulama’
and Sufis (Oxford University Press,
2012).

!
!
!
Mehrdad Amant
!

Jewish Identities in Iran:
Resistance and Conversion to
Islam and the Baha'i faith (IB
Tauris, 2011).

!

PA NT ON E 8 96 0C

Mehrdad Amanat is an independent scholar with
a PhD in History from UCLA. He is a regular
contributor to the Encyclopaedia Iranica.

M E H R D A D A MA N AT

‘Mehrdad Amanat’s highly original and deeply researched book provides the
first convincing and well-documented history of the interactions of the Jewish,
Baha’i and Shi‘i communities in modern Iran. It demonstrates the changing
nature throughout history of all Iran’s major religions, and should be read by all
interested in modern Iranian history, and also those concerned with the histories
of Judaism, Baha’ism and Islam.’
– Nikki Keddie, Professor of History, UCLA

‘A fascinating story of Jewish life in nineteenth-century Iran and how some
Jews traded one minority status for another by converting to Bahai’ism.’
– Janet Afary, Professor of Religious Studies and Feminist Studies and the Mellichamp Chair in
Global Religion and Modernity, University of California Santa Barbara

‘Mehrdad Amanat’s sleuthing in rare manuscript sources has shed illumination
on the otherwise obscure history of Iranian Jews and Baha’is, and has thereby
added rich texture to the social and cultural history of modern Iran.’
– Juan Cole, Richard P. Mitchell Collegiate Professor of History, University of Michigan

Cover Image: Qodsiyyeh Hafezi (left) was a French educated
midwife and Yuhanna Hafezi’s daughter. Her friend Turan
(right) and her husband Nosratullah Ettehadiyeh both came
from families of Jewish Baha’i converts.
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Old Garment from a New Tailor: The
Reception and Reshaping of Epic Material
in Early Medieval Iran
Saghi Gazerani (Boğaziçi University)

!
!

>9K=G<=89BH=H=9G=B=F5B

!
!

Historiography and the Sho‘ubiya Movement
Ghazzal Dabiri (Columbia University)

MEH RD AD
AMAN AT

However, why was it that some Persian Jews,
who had for centuries resisted the relative security
of Islam, instead embraced the Baha’i faith –
which was subject to harsher persecution than
Judaism? Baha’ism emerged from the messianic
Babi movement in the mid-nineteenth century
and attracted large numbers of mostly Muslim
converts, and its ecumenical message appealed
to many Iranian Jews. Many converts adopted
fluid, multiple religious identities, revealing
an alternative to the widely accepted notion of
religious experience as a rigidly dogmatic and
consistently divisive social force.

>9K=G<=89BH=H=9G=B

=F 5B
F9G=GH5B795B87CBJ9FG=CB
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Back cover image: Hakim Nur Mahmud, Iran’s leading
Jewish physician accompanied by his family.
Design: onethreefiveight.com

26mm

“Set in stone: homeless corpses and
desecrated graves in Modern Iran,” in
IJMES (44, 2012).

!
!
!

Sarah Bowen-Savant, The New
Muslims of Post-Conquest Iran: Tradition,
Memory, and Conversion (Cambridge
University Press, 2013).

!
!
!
!

Mehrzad Boroujerdi (ed.), Mirror for
the Muslim Prince: Islam and Theory of
Statecraft (Syracuse University Press,

H

he nineteenth century was a time
of significant global socioeconomic
change, and Persian Jews, like other
Iranians, were deeply affected by its challenges.
For minority faith groups living in nineteenthcentury Iran, religious conversion to Islam – both
voluntary and involuntary – at times became a
means of social integration and assimilation.

Mehrdad Amanat here explores the conversion
experiences of Jewish families during this time.
Many converted sporadically to Islam, although
not always voluntarily. The most notorious case of
forced mass-conversion in modern times occurred
in Mashhad in 1839 when, in response to an
organized attack, the entire Jewish community
converted to Shi‘i Islam. A contrast is offered by
a Tehran Jewish family of court physicians who
nominally converted to Islam and yet continued to
openly observe Jewish rituals while also remaining
intellectually sympathetic to Baha’ism. Many petty
merchants and pedlars, in a position to benefit
from Iran’s expanding market, migrated from
ancient communities to thriving trade centers
which proved fertile grounds for the spread of
new ideas and, often, conversion to Christianity
or Baha’ism.
This is an important scholarly contribution which
also provides a fascinating insight into the personal
experiences and biographical details of Jewish
families living in nineteenth-century Iran.

	


Houchang Chehabi,
Farhad Khosrokhavar,
Clément Therme (eds.) Iran
and the Challenges of the
Twenty-First Century: Essays in
Honour of Mohammad-Reza
Djalili (Mazda Publishers,
2013).

!
!
New Books by Salma Ahmed Farooqui:
!
‘History of India (600-1500)’
for universities in West
Bengal, Pearson, July 2012.
‘History of India
(1500-1800)’ for universities
in West Bengal, Pearson, July
2012.
‘History of India (600-1500)’ for
universities in Orissa, Pearson, July 2012.
‘History of India (1500-1800)’ for
universities in Orissa Pearson in July 2012.

!
!

Rudi Matthee co-authored,
with Willem Floor and
Pa t r i c k C l a w s o n , T h e
Monetary History of Iran, From
the Safavids to the Qajars
(London: I. B. Tauris, 2013).

!
!
!
Rudi Matthee
!

“Safavid Iran through the Eyes of
European Travelers,” in Harvard Library
Bulletin 23:12 (2012): 10-24.

!

“Rudeness and Revilement: Russian
Iranian Relations in the MidSeventeenth Century,” in Iranian Studies
46:3 (2013): 333-357.

!
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Notices

!

Jo-Ann Gross was recently invited to serve on the
advisory committee of America’s Unofficial
Ambassadors (AUA), an NGO based in
Washington, DC. A citizen diplomacy initiative that
builds mutual understanding and enhances peopleto-people partnerships between America and the
Muslim World, AUA places American students in
volunteer positions and helps them share their
experiences upon their return. The service
internship programs provide unique opportunities
for students to develop their professional skills;
study a foreign language; refine their career
interests; and earn academic credit. In summer
2014 AUA ambassadors will intern with schools
and community-based organizations in Tajikistan,
Indonesia, Morocco and Zanzibar that are serving
vital human development needs at the grassroots
level. In the process, they form the type of peopleto-people partnerships that are the future of
international relations, and specifically America’s
relationship with the Muslim World. This year's
new program in Tajikistan, developed by Jo-Ann
Gross, includes teaching English at a boarding
school for local orphans, teaching special needs
children; supporting Internet Freedom programs
with a local NGO, teaching English to college
students; designing websites and supporting NGOs
with their social media and outreach; researching
and writing proposals and reports for NGOs; and
producing a documentary on NGO initiatives.
Applications are being accepted now through
March 24, 2014. Please encourage your students to
apply! For more information about this program
please visit www.unofficialambassadors.org or
contact StefanC@creativelearning.org.

!
!
!
!

Awards

D Gershon Lewental, ‘Qādisiyyah, then and now:
A Case study of history and memory, religion, and
nationalism in Middle Eastern discourse’ was
awarded Best Dissertation Award for 2012 by the
Foundation of Iranian Studies.
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Events

!
!

• Said Arjomand will be giving the Key
Note address at the conference
Persianate World: A Conceptual
Inquiry to be held on May 9-11, 2014 at
Yale.

!
!
!
!

!

http://www.yale.edu/macmillan/cmes/
iranianstudies/ICW-052014.html

!

In April 2012, WWQI launched a new,
more robust website. Since then, scholars
from Iran, the U.S., and Europe have
made use of the WWQI archive for their
research, and teachers have introduced it in their
classes.
In the next phase, as we continue to identify,
digitize, and preserve additional materials, we will
also add new features that can facilitate
researchers’ and teachers’ use of the archives.
These include:
A user platform that will make it possible for
scholars to collaborate and weigh in on one
another’s research.

• Women’s Worlds in Qajar Iran

Interactive genealogies and graphs that will
increase researchers’ ability to connect the
disparate pieces of data embedded within the
archive.

!

!

Guided tours with audio, curated by experts in
the field.

!

(WWQI) is an innovative project that
uses digital and online technology to
overcome the archival limitations that
studies of Iranian culture and society in
Qajar period (1785 – 1925) have faced.
Started in 2009 in collaboration with
Harvard College Library and with a grant
from the National Endowment for the
Humanities, WWQI has so far digitally
preserved and catalogued thousands of
images, making them available in a fully
bilingual and richly annotated website at
www.qajarwomen.org.

!

The archival material includes: poetry,
essays, and treatises; travelogues;
marriage contracts; artistic
reproductions, including paintings and
calligraphies; photographs; objects of
every day life; deeds and transactions;
and endowment documents; and a wide
array of correspondence, both official
and private.

!
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Since its inception, the WWQI project has made
a conscious effort to improve the ease with
which research pursuits grounded in its holdings
could be undertaken. These newest innovations,
inspired by the computational designs and
interactive technologies now increasingly
introduced into history and humanities research
and teaching, we hope will open up innovative
possibilities for studies of Iranian history and
culture.

!
!
!

Visit us on Facebook
Contact us at wwqi@fas.harvard.edu

• TARIKH-e JADID calls for contributions to its
forthcoming issues. The journal is published in
Persian and covers the modern history of Iran,
Afghanistan, Central Asia and the Caucasus. It is
edited by Pezhmann Dailami and is published by
Gardun Publications which is an independent
publisher. TARIKH-e Jadid also needs the help
of translators from all the academic languages.

!

For further information contact the editor at
tarikejadid@yahoo.co.uk.
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• The H.K. Sherwani Centre for
Deccan Studies at MANUU organized
the following events in the last few
months:

!

Sept. 11th, 2012

!

!
!

Inaugural Lecture of the Centre by
celebrated writer William Dalrymple on
the Syncretic Civilisation of the Deccan. Since
the lecture has broken new ground in
terms of historical scholarship and
speaks about many finer nuances of
Deccan’s syncretic culture, it was
pictorially illustrated, translated into Urdu
and brought out as a monograph in
English and Urdu. It also forms the first
publication of the H.K. Sherwani Centre
for Deccan Studies.
Nov. 27th, 2012

!

Internationally renowned artist Jatin
Das gave a lecture and power point
presentation on Deccani Miniature
Paintings.

!
!
Jan. 9 , 2013
!
th

Lecture by Prof. Rudi Matthee, Munroe
Professor of History from the University
of Delaware, USA on Historical
Connections: Iran, Ottomans and India.

!
!
Feb 1 , 2013
!
st

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Lecture by Sydney based critically
acclaimed writer-jour nalist John
Zubryzcki on Weaving Together History
and Biography of the Nizams.
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Editorial Notes

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Please send your news and all items of professional
interest to Ghazzal Dabiri (gd2287@columbia.edu)
The deadline for the the next Newsletter will be
March 1, 2014

!

If you have not yet renewed your membership,
please do so as soon as possible. Your continued
support is now made easier with online
membership renewal. Please visit: http://
w w w. p e r s i a n a t e s o c i e t i e s. o r g / i n d e x . p h p /
membership to access the online form and link to
PayPal (which accepts multiple currencies). The
ASPS online form should reflect the address where
you would like your issues of the JPS to be sent
and your preferred e-mail address for ASPS
communication; the PayPal site requires your
billing address. If you paid but have not received
vol. 6.1-2 (2013) of Journal of Persianate Studies,
please let us know.

!

One last final reminder to kindly cast your votes by
11:59pm (E.D.T) Mon. Dec. 16th 2013
http://www.persianatesocieties.org/index.php/
asps-bod-elections-fall-2013

!
!

!
!

