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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
Dear friends and colleagues,

!

Season’s greetings and my most sincere
wishes for a prosperous New Year for you
and yours! Once again, with somewhat of
a delay, I am happy to write to you and
update you with the latest news of our
Association, which has been reinvigorated
as a result of your support. There are a
number of matters, mostly felicitous news,
that have transpired since I last wrote to
you, as follows.

!
!

New Members of the Board of
Directors

First and foremost, I would like to thank
those of you who participated in our last
round of elections for the Board of
Directors, and for your input into this
important process. As you might well
imagine, without your input and support
there would be no Association to speak of!
So my sincere gratitude to all of you. I
would also like to take this opportunity to
thank our Nomination Committee, Said
Amir Arjomand, Houchang Chehabi,
Jo-Ann Gross, Paul Losensky, Rudi
Matthee and Sunil Sharma, for all their
efforts through the nomination process.

!

It is with great delight that, once again, I
have the privilege of announcing the
results of the elections and welcome,
heartily, Judith Pfeiffer, and Jawid
Mojaddedi, as the new members of the
Board. Jawid and Judith have already
begun their term effective January 1st, 2014,
and have since been actively involved in a
number of important initiatives of the
Association (about which, please see
further below). I would like to extend my
profound gratitude to Mana Kia and
Brian Spooner for their extreme
collegiality and willingness to run in the
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elections, and look forward to their continued
collaboration with the Association in years to
come.

!

ASPS and Maulana Azad National Urdu
University (MANUU) Launch the ASPS/
MANUU Visiting Scholar Fellowship

!

Since our memorable ASPS conference at the
Maulana Azad National Urdu University
(MANUU) in Hyderabad in 2012, we have been
pursuing the possibility of establishing a
collaborative project to support research on the
Indo-Persianate world. These efforts have finally
born fruit, and, as many of you are by now well
aware, we have launched the ASPS/MANUU
Visiting Scholar Fellowship, which will go into
effect for the 2014-2015 academic year. The
Fellowship will be funded through the generous
support of MANUU and it has been through the
extraordinary kindness and support of our
colleagues, Professor Mohammad Miyan, the
Vice Chancellor of MANUU and Prof. Salma
Farooqui of MANNU, that I am able to convey
this news to you. I would also like to acknowledge
the efforts of my colleagues Salma Farooqui, JoAnn Gross, and Said Amir Arjomand, as well as
the ASPS Board of Directors (especially Pooriya
Alimoradi, Sussan Babaei, Houchang Chehabi,
Ghazal Dabiri, Jawid Mojaddedi and Sunil
Sharma), for their valuable input in articulating the
terms of ASPS/MANUU Visiting Scholar
Fellowship. A Standing Selection Committee of
four colleagues from among the BOD and
MANUU, with myself as the Chair, has already
been formed, and notice of the call for
submissions (see below) has been disseminated
through many academic channels, including
MESA:
http://www.mesa.arizona.edu/
professional-opportunities/grantscompetitions.html#ASPS-MANUU

!

This is an unprecedented endeavor for both ASPS
and MANUU, and I join Vice Chancellor Miyan,
Salma Farooqui, the Board of Directors of ASPS
and other colleagues at MANUU, in proudly

	


working to establish a reciprocal Visiting
Scholar Fellowship for colleagues from
MANUU at academic institutions across
the US or Europe. If you are interested in
joining this endeavor on behalf of your
institutions, please contact me at
pourshariati.1@osu.edu.

!

The Association for the Study of
Persianate Societies (ASPS) and the
Maulana Azad National Urdu
University (MANUU) 2014-15 ASPS/
MANUU Visiting Scholar Fellowship

The Association for the Study of
Persianate Societies (ASPS) and the
Maulana Azad National Urdu University
(MANUU) are pleased to announce the
launch of the ASPS/MANUU Visiting
Scholar Fellowship, beginning in the
2014-2015 academic year. Intended as a
visiting scholar matching grant for postdoctoral researchers and faculty, the grant
carries a stipend of $5,000.00 for travel
expenses, the purchase of books, and
research expenses connected to archival
research in the libraries of India, for the
duration of six months. The visiting
scholar will be connected to the H. K.
Sherwani Center for Deccan Studies at the
Maulana Azad National Urdu University
and will be provided with free lodging at
the Guest House of the main campus of
MANUU. The ASPS/MANUU visiting
scholar must be a specialist in the IndoPersian cultural tradition, preferably
specializing in the Persianate history of the
Deccan, including the development of
Persianate artistic traditions, political
practices, administrative structures and
social and religious institutions. Candidates
are required to electronically submit their
letter of application, proposal for research
(no more than 1500 words, including
bibliography), curriculum vitae and two
l e t t e r s o f r e f e r e n c e t o Pa r va n e h
Pourshariati, Chair, ASPS/MANUU
Visiting Scholar Selection Committee,
pourshariati.1@osu.edu The deadline for
the submission of application is:
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May 15, 2014. The recipient of the award will be
announced by June 15, 2014.

!
!
!

Further Refurbishing the ASPS Website:
Membership Login System

As all of you are well aware by now, we have
worked very hard through the past three years to
establish a functional and aesthetically attractive
web-page. Part of this long and cumbersome
process involved the transfer of our previous
manual and unwieldy membership system into an
user-and-administratively-friendly online one. The
web-page has also been periodically updated in
order to reflect the latest endeavors of the
Association, most importantly, the ASPS
conference information, prior to and after, our
Biennial Conventions. This process has involved
many many hours of wo/man power by members
and friends of the Association who have worked
with no remuneration and an international team
that has worked in Iran/US/and Canada. Due to
the generosity of Mr. Mohamad Dolatiani, who
has undertaken all the expenses involved in
effecting this transition from Iran, moreover, this
major overhaul of our system has also cost the
ASPS naught! The student member of our Board
of Directors, Mr. Pooriya Alimoradi, has worked
tirelessly to help implement these changes and
maintain our system. The updated conference page
that you can now access, which includes thousand
of photographs, excellent designs, notices, etc.
have also consumed many hours of time for our
team, led by myself, Pooriya Alimoradi and
Golfam Ghafourifar. The conference video trailer
that you have seen has likewise been made possible
through the generous time and effort that was
freely provided to us, throughout the conference
and afterwards, by Sepehr Mikaeilian and
Shapoor Pourshariati. You saw Sepehr and
Shapoor and Golfam working very hard
throughout the conference in order to memorialize
the events for us. Included in the video trailer of
the conference is one of the last testimonials to the
continued vigor and stamina of one of the giants
of Persianate Studies, an interview with the late
and very much lamented, Professor Richard Frye
(see below), who shall always remain with us. Also
included in the conference page and the trailer is a
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to Mahmoud Dowlatabadi, who, on the
wake of being honored by the Association for
the Study of Persianate Societies, also won the
Fourth Jan Michalski Literary Prize for
his novel The Colonel, published in the U.S.
by Melville House and in the U.K. by Haus
Publishing.

!

During the past six months we have also
been at work to establish a full-fledged
membership login system through which
our members can access their personal
accounts, the latest Newsletter of ASPS
and other news, and finally and most
impor tantly, update their personal
information on their individual accounts
and renew their memberships. Please bear
with us as we continue to work on this last
phase of completing our login system.

!

ASPS 2015 Convention in Konya

!

We have begun the preparations for our
next Biennial Convention in Konya. Judith
Pfeiffer, Jo-Ann Gross, and Said Amir
Arjomand have already begun laying the
foundations for our 2014 Convention in
Konya, including visits with potential hosts
and co-sponsors in Istanbul, Ankara and
Konya this month and in June. As soon as
we have finalized the logistics of our 2015
Convention in Konya we shall announce
the Call for Papers. So, please stay tuned
for further exciting news!

!

Election of the Next President

!

My term as the President of the ASPS will
be ending effective December 30th 2014.
Before too long, therefore, and as soon as
the Nomination Committee of the ASPS
has finalized its discussions, we shall begin
the process of electing the next President
of the ASPS. So please also stay tuned for
further news on this important election.

!
!
!
!
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Please Renew Your Membership!

My dear colleagues and friends, our first appeal to
members for renewing their membership went out
in the “heat” of the Holiday Season in December
2013. If you have not renewed your membership
yet, please do so at your earliest convenience! As
you are well aware, running an Association of our
size, with the limited resources at our disposal,
while maintaining membership fees at a minimum,
is no easy task.

!

In order to maintain financial solvency, we need, at
a minimum, for our members to renew their
memberships on time. Please heed our call,
therefore, and renew your membership and aid us
in running your Association!

!

Mahmoud Dowlatabadi Receives the Fourth
Jan Michalski Literary Prize

!

It was with great pleasure and
delight that we received the
news that
Mahmoud
Dowlatabadi, one of the
leading fiction-writers of
contemporary Iran, and the Honoree of the 2013
ASPS/Sarajevo Conference, has received the
Fourth Jan Michalski Literary Prize http://
www.fondation-janmichalski.com/en/prix-janmichalski/.

!

Mr. Dowlatabadi received the Michalski Prize
during ceremonies held at the Maison de l'Ecriture
in Montricher, Switzerland, in November 2013 for
his novel, The Colonel, which was published by the
Haus Publishing Ltd, in 2011. The Colonel was also
short-listed in the Haus der Kulturen Berlin
International Library Award in 2009, and longlisted for the Man Asian Literary Prize in 2011.
During the Tribute Night held in honor of Mr.
Dowlatabadi, and organized through the Artistic
Directorship of Ariana Barkeshli, at the ASPS
Sarajevo Conference on Sept. 3rd 2013, Ahmad
Karimi Hakkak introduced him thus: “At age
seventy-three, Mahmoud Dowlatabadi stands on

	


5

the summit of literary achievement in his
homeland of Iran, having steadily climbed
his way up to such a height in a landscape
of literar y giants.” http://
www.persianatesocieties.org/index.php/
a s p s - 2 0 1 3 - c o n f e r e n c e - d ow l a t a b a d i .
Indeed, Mahmoud Dowlatabadi now
stands amidst “a landscape of [international]
literary giants.” The Association for the Study
of Persianate Societies is extremely proud to
have paid Tribute to Mr. Dowlatabadi as
an Iranian Literar y Laureate and
congratulates him for this well-deserved
international recognition.

!
!

Thanking Lola Dodkhudoeva
The Association for the Study of Persianate
Societies announces with regret that our
long-time Regional Director of the
Association in Tajikistan, Dr. Lola
Dodkhudoeva, has decided to step down
from her position of directorship of our
office in Dushanbe/Tajikistan. I and all my
colleagues on our Board of Directors
extend our gratitude to Lola for her many
years of committed service to the
Association’s office in Dushanbe, and we
wish her the very best to come in years
ahead. Although Lola will no longer serve
in her official capacity, we look forward to
continuing our collaboration with her in
the future.

!

!

Thanking our Newsletter Editor,
Ghazzal Dabiri

!

Dr. Ghazzal Dabiri has served since 2008
as the Newsletter Editor of ASPS, and
since 2012 as a Member of the Board of
Directors. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Ghazzal, once again,
for the professionalism with which she has
continued to produce our Newsletter,
despite the chronic delays she puts up with
in receiving the Presidents’ ever copious
notes.

!
!
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CERF Receives an Anonymous Donation of
$15,000USD

I am delighted to report to you that our colleague
and Director of CERF, Jo-Ann
Gross, has
obtained an anonymous donation of $15,000 for
CERF activity, for which see her report below. On
behalf of the Association for the Study of Persianate
Societies, I would like to thank our anonymous
donor for their extremely generous philanthropy
and congratulate my dear friend and colleague, JoAnn, and thank her for all her efforts in obtaining
this much needed support!

!

Sussan Babaie Elected as the next President of
the Historians of Islamic Art Association

!

!

It is with great delight that we inform
you that our very own colleague, and
Member of the ASPS Board of
Directors, has been elected as the next
President of the the Historians of
Islamic Art Association, to be effective
2017-2019.
Welcoming Three New Life Members

!

Finally, it is with great pleasure that I take this
opportunity to welcome Drs. Olga Davidson, Asef
Kholdani, and Sunil Sharma to the growing roster
of our Life Members! Thank you Olga, Asef, and
Sunil for your very generous support of the
Association.

!
!

Ba Mehr,

Parvaneh Pourshariati
President,
The Association for the Study of Persianate
Societies (ASPS)
http://www.persianatesocieties.org/

!

Associate Professor
Department of Near Eastern Languages
and Cultures
The Ohio State University
323 Hagerty Hall
1775 College Road
Columbus, OH 43210
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CERF GRANT
2014 CERF Grant
Awarded to Dr. Zafar Najmiddinov

This year's CERF Committee, composed
of Dr. Ghazzal Dabiri and Dr. Sunil
Sharma and chaired by CERF Director, Dr.
Jo-Ann Gross, has awarded $1500 to Dr.
Zafar Najmiddinov in support of the
publication of his manuscript, “The
Importance of Persian Fatwa Collections
in Elucidating Central Asian History.” Dr.
Najmiddinov is a lecturer of History and
Religious Studies in the Department of
Social Sciences and Humanities at
Namangan Institute of Engineering and
Economy in Namangan, Uzbekistan. He
received his Ph.D. in the History of Islam
and Islamic Source Studies from Tashkent
State Institute of Oriental Studies in 2006.

!

CERF grants support original research
leading to the publication of a book or
monograph concerning Persianate culture
by individual scholars from Afghanistan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrg yzstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, and Northwest China. Grants
do not exceed US $1500 and provide
funding for publication costs for a book or
monograph, technical equipment necessary
for specific research projects, or travel
expenses for archival research that will
directly result in an original book or
monograph. CERF is funded entirely
through private donations. For more
infor mation please visit: http://
www.persianatesocieties.org/index.php/
cerf.

!
!

Jo-Ann Gross
ASPS Vice-President and CERF Founder

!
!
!
!
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!
!

NEW LIFETIME
MEMBERS

!

Olga Merck Davidson
earned her Ph.D. in 1983
from Princeton University in
Near Eastern Studies. She is
on the faculty of the Institute
for the Study of Muslim
Societies and Civilizations, Boston University,
where she has served as Research Fellow since
2009. From 1992 to 1997, she was Chair of the
Concentration in Islamic and Middle Eastern
Studies at Brandeis University. Since 1999, she has
been Chair of the Board, Ilex Foundation. She is
the author of two books: Poet and Hero in the Persian
Book of Kings (Cornell University Press: Ithaca,
1994; 2nd ed. Mazda Press: Los Angeles, CA,
2006) and Comparative Literature and Classical Persian
Poetry, Bibliotheca Iranica: Intellectual Traditions
Series (Mazda Press: Los Angeles, CA, 2000), both
of which have been translated into Persian and
distributed in Iran. Her articles include “The Haft
Khwân Tradition as an Intertextual Phenomenon in
Ferdowsi’s Shâhnâma.” In Honor of Richard N. Frye:
Aspects of Iranian Culture (ed. C. A. Bromberg,
Bernard Goldman, P.O. Skjærvø, A. S. Shahbazi),
Bulletin of the Asia Institute 4 (1990) 209-215; “The
Text of Ferdowsi’s Shâhnâma and the Burden of
the Past.” Journal of the American Oriental Society 118
(1998) 63-68.

!

!

Asef Kholdani My maternal
grandparents, and later my father,
immigrated to the Caucasus in the
era of Tsar and settled in the city
of Baku, where they remained
until 1939. Our family was
expelled back to Iran because of
Stalinist policy and we landed in the Port of Anzali,
formerly Pahlavi, when I was a toddler amongst
three other children. When we moved to Tehran
the registrar selected a new surname for us that was
derived from both an Arabic (“khold,” or
everlasting) and a truncated term in Farsi (“ani”).

!

	


I attended the last co-public elementary
school in Iran before they were outlawed. I
spent many years playing the “Azarbaijani
Tār” and participated in an orchestra. I
continued to excel in mathematics, which
ultimately led to my future in engineering.
After graduating from Tehran University, I
traveled to the United States and received
an MSCE in environmental engineering.
Subsequently, I returned to Tehran and
eventually owned a consulting firm. During
those years I taught in two engineering
schools and wrote six books. I returned to
the United States in 1978 and was
fortunate to be able to support my family
with the earnings from those years.

!

One of the items my mother had brought
with us was a blue-colored gramophone,
very dear to her, with a dozen or so
records. We enjoyed listening to those
records for years. On many occasions I
caught my mother with tears in her eyes
listening to them. I hardly understood her
feelings until I, in 1960, came to the Unites
States and felt that same profound sense of
being uprooted. Music was a part of her
and became a part of me.

!

Growing up, I had a love of books and a
keen interest in history. The 1979
revolution in Iran had a profound influence
on me. After having immersed myself in
c l a s s i c a l v i o l i n a n d d e ve l o p i n g a
rudimentary understanding of musical
composition, I attended Columbia
University to receive a PhD in history in
1991.
Every day for the last thirty-five years, I
have spent time reading both primary and
secondary sources in order to cultivate a
deeper understanding of Iranian history. I
have remained invigorated all this time by
this history since the Agricultural
Revolution some 12,000 years ago. From
the beginning of my work I have
confronted the question of what
constitutes the Iranian national identity.
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In addition to 22 volumes on the history of Iran,
there are an additional eight volumes that focus on
the histories of several figures and movements that
have had a significant impact on the culture,
religions and social values of Iran. Taken together
these works comprise the “Āgāhi-nāme-ye-Iranic.”

!
!

!

Sunil Sharma is Associate Professor
of Persianate & Comparative
Literature at Boston University and
Chair of the Department of Modern
Languag es and Comparative
Literature. He received his Ph.D.
from the University of Chicago in
Persian Literature. He was the Bibliographer for
Persian at Harvard University’s Widener Library
and has held fellowships at the Institute of
Advanced Study (Berlin), Aga Khan Program in
Islamic Architecture (Harvard), and the Jawaharlal
Nehru Institute of Advanced Study (New Delhi).
He is the author of two monographs: Persian Poetry
at the Indian Frontier: Mas‘ūd Sa‘d Salmān of Lahore
(2000), and Amir Khusraw: The Poet of Sultans and
Sufis (2005); two collaborative works: Atiya’s
Journeys: A Muslim Woman from Colonial Bombay to
Edwardian Britain (2010), and In the Bazaar of Love:
The Selected Poetry of Amir Khusrau (2011); and coeditor of two volumes of essays, Necklace of the
Pleiades: Studies in Persian Literature Presented to
Heshmat Moayyad on his 80th Birthday (2007); On the
Wonders of Land and Sea: Persianate Travel Writing
(2013). He has written numerous articles and cocurated several exhibitions at Harvard University.
His research interests are in the areas of Persianate
literary and visual cultures, translation and travel
writing.
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NEWS FROM THE
JOURNAL EDITOR

!
!
!
!
JOURNAL OF PERSIANATE STUDIES
!
Volume 7 No. 1 2014
!
!
CONTENTS:
!

Mushegh Asatryan, Bankers and Politics:
The Network of Shi’i Moneychangers in
Eighth-Ninth Century Kufa and their Role
in the Shi‘i Community

!

Farzin Vejdani, Illicit Acts and Sacred
Space: Everyday Crime in the Shrine City
of Mashhad, 1913-1914

!

Nigora Allaeva, The Shajara-ye Turk as an
Important Source in the History of
Relations between Khiva and Its Neighbors

!
!
!
!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Notices

At EASA2014, the 13th EASA Biennial
Conference of the European Association of Social
Anthropologists (EASA), which will take place in
Tallinn, the beautiful capital city of Estonia, on
31st July - 3rd August, 2014, Mary Elaine
Hegland will be presenting a paper, “DAYS OF
REVOLUTION: Local Political Culture and
Processual Paradigm in the Iranian Revolution,” on
the panel, “The Threadbare Margins of
Revolutions: Painful Participation and Failed
Mutualities.”

!
!

Five panels on Shi’i Moharram rituals of mourning
have been organized for the 2014 World Congress
for Middle East Studies to be held in Ankara,
Turkey, August 18-22, 2014.

!

I. Shi’i Moharram Rituals: Contesting Religious
Practices. Mary Elaine Hegland (chair), Mariam
Abou Zahab, Paul Rollier, Amir Pouyan Shiva,
Parnia Vafaeikia.

!

II. Shi’i Moharram Rituals and Politics. Paul Rollier
(chair), Hossain Abadian, Mohd Faizal Musa, Irina
Lita Shingiray, Gholam R. Vatandoust.

Alessandro Cancian, Translation,
Authority and Exegesis in Modern Iranian
Sufism: Two Iranian Sufi Masters in
Dialogue
Nathalie Matti, Paradoxical Influence of
the Islamicized School Education in Iran
since the 1980s on Performance

!
Corey Miller, The Waziri Chain Shift
!

Yusef Saadat, Middle Persian abāzhandāxtan

!

Victoria Arakelova, The Onion and the
Mandrake: Plants in Yezidi Folk Beliefs

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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III. Shi’i Moharram Rituals—History, Change and
Transformation. Mara Leichtman (chair), Elio
Cristoph Brancaforte, Aysen Baylak, Mary Elaine
Hegland, Mohammad Dolatatiani.
IV. Shi’i Moharram Rituals: Meanings and
Interpretations. Modh Faizal Musa (chair), Ali
Banuazizi, Karen Ruffle, Edith Szanto, Liaqat
Takim.
V. Shi’i Moharram Rituals, Performances—Ta’ziyeh
and Sermons. Mariam Abou Zahab (chair), Sabina
Guerrieri, Samer El Karanshawy, Mozafar Shirazi,
Khalid Sindawi.

!

Mansura Haidar, Professor, Academic Advisor at
Indira Gandhi National Center for the Arts,
organized three international Seminars, with the
following titles:

!
!

	


• New Delhi Indo-Mongol ColloquiumSome Unexplored Areas of Research,

!
• Nizami Ganjavi and The Indian Shilpa
!

• Cultural Resurgence from Sassanids to
Seljuqids

!

Rudi Matthee’s Persian Crisis: Safavid
Decline and the Fall of Isfahan (2012) was
awarded the Prize for best book on
Iranian history (the jayeze'ye jahani-ye
ketab), by the Iranian Ministry of Culture.
The award ceremony was in Tehran in
February.

!

Women's Worlds in Qajar Iran (WWQI),
http://www.qajarwomen.org, is pleased to
introduce its new feature -- an interactive
Collaborative Learning and Research
Platform
(https://platform.qajarwomen.org/). This
platform enables researchers to collaborate
with each other and contribute to
scholarship. Its features can be used for
teaching purposes as well.

!

The Platform offers three distinct threads:
Questions and Discussions, Research-inProgress, and Contributions. All these
features can easily link to and draw items
from the main archival site. Modifications
of the main site now enable users to go
from any item display page to the Platform.

!

Users can post questions, comment on
items, or respond to others’ questions and
comments in Questions and Discussions.
(https://platfor m.qajarwomen.org/
threads).

!

Research-in-Prog ress (https://
platfor m.qajarwomen.org/researches)
offers a space for interactive collaboration,
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including posting one’s research ideas and drafts,
with the option of sharing such work with selected
collaborators only. The rich visual resources of
W W Q I a r ch ive c o u l d b r i n g i n t o t h e s e
collaborations students and scholars of art history
beyond Iranian studies community to analyze
particular art objects, photographs, or manuscript
illuminations for artistic detail, and engage in
comparative cultural analysis.

!

The
Contributions
(https://
platform.qajarwomen.org/contributions) thread
has further subdivisions: Transcribe a document,
Translate a document, Write a biography, and
Submit a correction. Teachers and students of the
Persian language, for instance, can form learning
circles in a class and use textual material or audio
files from the archive for transcription or
translation assignments. History teachers could use
the audio files for critical methods assignments in
Oral History projects. The Transcription facility
could further be used by history teachers to train
students to read pre-type-set handwriting. The
Writing biography feature could be used for class
assignments in language and history classes.

!

Development of this Platform was made possible
in part through a grant by Roshan Cultural
Heritage Institute.

!
!

Conferences

!

Call for Papers
2nd. International Conference of Iranian
Languages and Dialects
Jan. 4-5, 2015
Tehran, Iran
The Center for the Great Islamic Encyclopedia has
the honor to organize
The International Conference of Iranian
Languages and Dialects

!

Aims of the conference :
- To spread and to consolidate the theoretical
discussions on Iranian Languages and dialects
- To contribute to scholarly studies of Iranian
Languages and dialects
- To introduce the latest researches about the Old,
Middle and New Iranian Languages

	


- To investigate the spread of Iranian
languages as one of the main element of
relation among the people of region.

!
Main Themes of the Conference
!

1. New and scholarly researches on the Old
Iranian Languages (Old Persian, Avestan,
Scythian (Saka) and Median Languages)
2. New and scholarly researches on the
Western Middle Iranian Languages (Middle
Persian and Parthian)
3. New and scholarly researches on the
Eastern Middle Iranian Languages
(Soghdian, Khotanese, Khwarezmian and
Bactorian).
4. New and scholarly Lingual researches
about the New Iranian Languages and
Dialects.
5. The Geography of Iranian Languages.
Although there will be a strong regional
emphasis on the Iranian Languages and
Dialects, this does not exclude a
consideration of Lingual researches on the
classical Persian texts, especially when
carried out by scholars who have
specialized in Persian Literature.
It is planned for the results of the
conference a selection of papers to be
published in a peer-reviewed book.

!

Scientific Convener: Dr. Mahmoud
Jaafari-Dehaghi
Administrative Convener: Dr. Ali Shahidi

!

Conference Schedule
Date: 4-5 Jan. 2015

!

Venue: The Center for the Great Islamic
Encyclopedia

!

Important Dates
Deadline for proposal submission: 20 Jun
2014
Deadline for full text submission: 20
September 2014
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG
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Submission of proposals and full texts
The main language of the conference is Persian,
but articles in English, French and German
languages are also welcomed.

!

All received articles should have
a. The abstract of between 300 to 400 words
b. Introduction, aim, methodology, key words,
main text and the result followed by bibliography.
c. Both abstracts and full texts should be in Word
2007, XP.
Articles can be only sent via email
(mdehaghi@ut.ac.ir)
Participation in the conference is also allowed for
those (professors, students and researchers) who
do not have an article.
We will review and judge only those articles that
are original and have followed the prescribed
guidelines of articles in academic-research journals
(APA). Adherence to this prerequisite will help the
conference organizers in faster publication of the
collection of papers.
Contact us at:
Email: mdehaghi@ut.ac.ir
Conference Chairs: Dr. Mahmoud Jaafari-Dehaghi
Dr. Ali Shahidi

!
!

Conf/CfP - The 1st International Conference
on Tati Studies, 16-17 May, 2014, Yerevan,
Armenia

!

Department of Iranian Studies, Yerevan State
University, in cooperation with Modus Vivendi
Center is organizing the 1st International
Conference on Tati Studies (supported by Hyksos
Foundation).

!

As an ancient Iranian people with the unique
national identity, language and culture, the
Caucasian Persians or Tats are now mainly settled
in the northern regions of Azerbaijan Republic
(Historical Shirvan), as well as in the Autonomous
Republic of Dagestan, Russian Federation.

!

This first convention to study Caucasian Persians

	


11

or Tats has an aim to showcase to a wider
academic public the so far unveiled nature
of this Iranian/Indo-European nation and
to cover such topics as History, Language,
Religious beliefs, Culture and
Anthropology.

!

http://armacad.blogspot.com/
2014/02/confcfp-1st-internationalconference-on.html

!
!!
!

Converging on the Object: The
Courtauld Metal Bag

09.30 – 17.45, Saturday 10 May 2014
Kenneth Clark Lecture Theatre

!

The Courtauld Institute of Art
Somerset House
Strand, London WC2R 0RN

!

Ticket/Entry Details: £16 (£11 students,
Courtauld staff/students, concessions).
BOOK ONLINE: http://ci.tesseras.com/
internet/shop or send a cheque made
payable to ‘The Courtauld Institute of Art’
to: Research Forum Events Co-ordinator,
Research Forum, The Courtauld Institute
of Art, Somerset House, Strand, London
WC2R 0RN, stating your full name and
‘Converging on the Object’.

!

Organized by Dr Sussan Babaie (The
Courtauld Institute of Art).

!
!
!
!
!
!

Publications

Victoria Arakelova and
Garnik S. Asatrian, The
Religion of the Peacock Angel:
The Yezidis and Their Spirit
World (Acumen Publishing,
2014).

!

HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Arezou Azad, Sacred Landscape in
Medieval Afghanistan: Revisiting the
Faḍāʾil-i Balkh (OUP, 2013).

!
!
!
!

Stephanie Cronin (ed.), AntiVeiling Campaigns in the Muslim World:
Gender, Modernism and the Politics of
Dress (Routledge, 2014). ( 2 0 %
DISCOUNT,

SIMPLY ENTER THE CODE

LRK69) 	


!
!
!Peter B. Golden
!

• “Courts and Court Culture in
the Proto-urban and Urban
Developments among the PreČinggisid Turkic Peoples” in D.
Durand-Guedy (eds.), TurkoMongol Rulers, Cities and CityLife (Leiden: Brill, 2013), pp.
21-73.

!
! “Some Notes on the Avars and Rouran”
•

!

in F. Courta and B.-P. Maleon eds. The
Steppe Lands and the World Beyond Them.
Studies in Honor of Victor Spinei on his
70 th Birthday (Editura Universitǎ ţ ii
“Alexandru Ioan Cuza” Iaşi – 2013), pp.
43-66.

and
• “Qıpčaq” in Turcology and Linguistics,
Festschrift Éva Ágnes Csató, ed. Nurettin
Demir, Birsel Karakoç and Astrid Menz
Beygu (Ankara: Hacettepe Üniversitesi
Yayınları, 2014), pp. 183-202.

	


Mary Elaine Hegland,
Days Of Revolution: Political
Unrest In An Iranian Village
(Stanford U. Press, 2014).

!
!
!
!
!
!

Chad G. Lingwood, Politics,
Poetry, and Sufism in Medieval
Iran: New Perspectives on Jāmī's
Salāmān va Absāl (Brill,
2014).

!

http://www.brill.com/politics-poetry-andsufism-medieval-iran

!
!
!
Mohammad Masad,
!

• S t a t e Fo r m a t i o n a n d
Identity in the Middle East
and North Africa, Co-edited
with Kenneth Christie
( Pa l g r ave M a c m i l l a n ,
2013).

!
!
and
!

• “Great Disappointments:
The Arab Perception of
Obama during his First Term
in Office,” in Dinesh Sharma
& Uwe Gielen (Eds.) The
Global Obama: Crossroads of
Leadership in the Twenty-First
Century (Routledge, 2013).

!
!
!
Rudi Matthee
!

• “Alcohol in the Islamic Middle East:
Ambivalence and Ambiguity,” in Phil

HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

12

Withington and Angela McShane, eds., Intoxication
and Modernity (Past&Present, supplement, Nr. 9), pp.
100-25.

!
!

• “Die Beziehungen des Irans zu Europa in der
Safawidenzeit: Diplomaten, Missionare,
Kaufleute und Reisen,” in Sehnsucht Persien
Austausch und Rezeption in der Kunst Persiens und
Europas im 17. Jahrhundert & Gegenwartskunst aus
Teheran (Zurich: Rietberg Museum, 2013), pp.
6-39; also available as “Iran’s Relations with
Europe in the Safavid Period: Diplomats,
Missionaries, Merchants and Travel,” in The
Fascination of Persia Persian-European Dialogue in
Seventeenth-Century Art & Contemporary Art of
Teheran (Rietberg Museum, 2013), pp. 6-39.

!
and
!
!

• “ L o y a l t y, B e t r a y a l , a n d
Retribution: Biktash Khan,
Ya’qub Khan, and Shah ‘Abbas
I’s Strategy in Establishing
Control over Kirman, Yazd and
Fars,” in R. Hillenbrand, A.C.S.
Peacock and F.I. Abdullaeva,
eds., Ferdowsi, the Mongols and the
History of Iran: Art, Literature and Culture from
Early Islam to Qajar Persia (I.B. Tauris, 2013), pp.
184-200.

!
!
!

Kaveh Niazi, Quṭb al-Dīn Shīrāzī
and the Configuration of the Heavens
(Springer, 2014).

!
!
!
!
!
!

Lawrence G. Potter, ed., Sectarian
Politics in the Persian Gulf (Hurst,
2013).
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Publication Notices

Honest Jon’s, a British label based in
London, recently issued an
album featuring early recordings of Persian
music, 1906-1933, for which Mohsen
Mohammadi provided the text and
pictures. It is interesting that a British label
published this album for a global audience.
Moreover, recordings have been digitized
at Abbey Road studio with
excellent quality. The album is also
available as a set of four LP records with
sleeve notes.

!

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/26/
arts/music/albums-from-george-cablesand-zara-mcfarlane.html?ref=arts&_r=1

!

Towards end of the year 2013, an Atlas
titled “A Cartographic Profile of the
Deccan” was released by the Hon’ble
Lt.Governor of Delhi, Janab Najeeb
Jung in the august presence of the Vice
Chancellor
of
M A N U U,
Prof.Mohammad Miyan. This Atlas is a

fabulous collection of rarely accessible 135
maps and nautical charts pertaining to the
Deccan region. The collection covers a
time period of over five centuries and
map-makers of several countries. This
Atlas of the Deccan contains topographic
maps, nautical charts, and physical and
political maps, which has been prepared
painstakingly by the efforts of Dr. Salma
Ahmed Farooqui and A. Subash,
Research Associate at the H. K. Sherwani
Centre for Deccan Studies, Maulana
Azad National Urdu University,
Hyderabad.

!

From this Atlas one gathers knowledge on
how the Deccan space has fascinated and
captured imagination of explorers and
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

rulers worldwide. The maps themselves are
prepared on canvases made of different materials
and using colors that have lasted over the centuries.
These materials include leather, paper, and so on.
Similarly, the colors are strong, vibrant, and
pleasing to the eye. Maps in this collection are in
ten languages, including Portuguese, Arabic,
Catalan, Italian, Latin, German, Chinese, among
others. Majority of the maps in this Atlas are in
English and Dutch languages, with French
language maps also close to these numbers.

!

The Atlas is an indispensable text, which brings
together the complex and colorful history of nearly
five centuries to life in a single volume. This Atlas
offers an opportunity to be a reference guide for
those striving to understand fundamental issues of
this period. A map reveals and obfuscates. The
initial pages of this Atlas provide a brief history of
cartography, and a useful glossary is also included.
The high quality of reproduction of the maps in
the book makes for easy accessibility.

!

From this Atlas one gathers knowledge on how the
Deccan space has fascinated and captured
imagination of explorers and rulers worldwide.
The maps themselves are prepared on canvases
made of different materials and using colors that
have lasted over the centuries. These materials
include leather, paper, and so on. Similarly, the
colors are strong, vibrant, and pleasing to the eye.
Maps in this collection are in ten languages,
including Portuguese, Arabic, Catalan, Italian,
Latin, German, Chinese, among others. Majority of
the maps in this Atlas are in English and Dutch
languages, with French language maps also close to
these numbers.

!

The Atlas is an indispensable text, which brings
together the complex and colorful history of nearly
five centuries to life in a single volume. This Atlas
offers an opportunity to be a reference guide for
those striving to understand fundamental issues of
this period. The initial pages of this Atlas provide a
brief history of cartography, and a useful glossary
is also included. The high quality of reproduction
of the maps in the book makes for easy
accessibility.
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In Memoriam

!

The career of Professor Richard Frye in
Iranian studies spanned more than half a
century during which time he was fully
occupied researching, writing, and
teaching. Our field is so much richer
because of his dedication to it and his
indefatigable efforts to advance Iranian
studies in fields as diverse as history,
historical geography, linguistics, art and
archeology, numismatics, and sigillography.
Prof. Frye was primarily known as a
scholar of Iran and Iranian Central Asia;
but the scope of his studies and
contributions was much wider.
His
research interests comprised also
Byzantine, Caucasian, and Ottoman
history, Eastern Turkistan, ancient and
medieval Iranian art, Islamic art, Sufism,
Chinese and Japanese archeology, and a
variety of Iranian and non-Iranian
languages including Avestan, Old Persian,
Middle Persian, Parthian, Sogdian,
Khotanese, and Bactrian, New Persian,
Arabic, Turkish, and even Chinese, beside
research languages which include French,
German, Italian, and Russian.

!

Prof. Frye was born on January 10, 1920
of Swedish parents who immigrated to the
United States and took residence in
Birmingham, Alabama, but later moved to

HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Danville, Illinois. He entered the University of
Illinois at Urbana to study philosophy, but he was
gradually drawn towards history and was
introduced to Ottoman and Near Eastern as well
as Far Eastern, Armenian, and Eastern European
history. In the summer of 1938, one year before
he received his B.A., he attended a summer school
in Princeton University and studied Arabic under
Philip Hitti and Turkish under Walter Wright and
Islamic Art with Mehmed Aga-oglu. Here he met
Albert Olmstead, the author of History of the
Persian Empire (Chicago, 1948), who stirred in him
an interest in Achaemenid history and the then
recent discoveries made by Chicago’s Oriental
Institute in Persepolis. He visited the Oriental
Institute several times, where he met Olmstead
again, but also made the acquaintance of George
Cameron, who was studying the Persepolis Elamite
Tablets, and Neilson Debevoise, the author of A
Political History of Parthia (Chicago, 1938). He
also took a seminar on Central Asia and Eastern
Turkistan, which fostered a deep interest for the
region in him.

!

For graduate studies he chose Harvard and entered
the History Department in 1939, where he received
an M.A. in History and Semitic Languages in 1941.
About the same time, a stipend was offered him
from Yenching Institute with the stipulation that he
would study Chinese and Chinese history. In the
summer of 1942 Frye attended the summer school
at Princeton for the third time where he studied
Persian under Mehmed Semsar and with whom he
began work on the translation of Narshakhi’s
History of Bukhara, which became the subject of
his Ph.D. dissertation at Harvard.

!

During World War II he was placed in charge of
the Afghan Desk in Washington D.C. In 1942 he
traveled to Afghanistan and stayed there for two
years to monitor German and Japanese activities
among Afghan tribes. In 1944 through 1945 we
find him residing in Turkey to interview the Tatars
who had arrived from Russia. Few scholars have
found such diverse opportunities to visit so
numerous places and to meet great scholars in
different fields of study.

!

	


Far from being a sedentary or abstract
scholar, Frye, a true peripatetic researcher,
more than satisfied his ambulatory urges,
traveling from west to east and from north
to south, making a point of visiting and
studying first hand the places which fell
within the orbit of his studies. He traversed
the arid lands and mountainous terrains
between Cairo and Kabul, crossing
Kerman and Baluchistan to visit Sistan and
Kuh-e Khajeh, he marched trough valleys
and climbed mountains in Afghanistan to
visit historical monuments, he suffered heat
and thirst in crossing the Persian kavir to
reach Biyabanak and Khor (the dialect of
which he studied and published), and he
passed through inhospitable lands in
Central Asia and Chinese Turkistan to visit
Buddhist and Manichean monuments.
He was one of the rare scholars who cover
both fields of Iranian studies: pre-Islamic
and post-Islamic. Since he was best known
as a scholar of pre-Islamic Persian history
and languages, one might be surprised to
learn that one of the first articles he
published was “Abu Muslim in the Abbasid
Revolt” (The Moslem World, 37, 1947, pp.
28-38); and the first book he edited was The
N e a r E a s t a n d t h e G r e a t Po w e r s
(Cambridge, Mass., 1951).

!

His The Heritage of Persia (London, 1962),
which has become a classic, is an excellent
introduction to the history and culture of
ancient Iran, discussing its linguistic and
ethnic variety, Iranian religious experience,
Iranian art, and the course of Iranian history
to the fall of the Sasanian Empire. The
political history of Sasanian dynasty in the
third volume of the Cambridge History of
Iran is also by his pen and is appended by a
vary useful listing of Sasanian kings with
Middle Persian version of their names, the
Classical form of these names and the regnal
years of Sasanian monarchs.

!

Prof. Frye’s epigraphical and sigillographical
skills was demonstrated in Sasanian Remains
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From Qasr-i Abu Nasr; Seals, Sealings, and Coins
(Cambridge, Mass., 1973), edited by him with
major contributions by Prudence Harper. The
chapters, which deal with the reading of the seal
impressions, bullae, and ostroca found at the site,
were contributed by Frye. His The Golden Age of
Persia (London, 1975) is in fact a sequel to his The
Heritage of Persia. It deals with the history of Iran
following the Arab conquest, the rise of Islamic
Persian culture under the Saffarids and particularly
the Samanids, and its flourishing under the
Ghaznavids and the Saljuks up to the Mongol
period. Later, Prof. Frye published a fuller history
of pre-Islamic Persia as The History of Ancient
Iran (Munich, 1983), which pays particular
attention to the history of Eastern Iran (the
Kushans, the Hephtalites, and other peoples).
Frye’s The History of Ancient Iran and The
Golden Age of Persia, put together, provide a
narrative of Persian history until mid thirteenth
century, which is far more up-to-date than many
previous attempts.

!

Prof. Frye’s The History of Bukhara (Cambridge,
Mass., 1954), a translation of Narshakhi’s Tarikh-e
Bokhara, makes available to the English readers a
very important history of a major Iranian cultural
center in Sogdiana. All together he authored,
translated, or edited some sixteen books. But the
bulk of his contribution can be found in his
numerous articles and reviews, listed by Shapur
Shahbazi in the Bulletin of the Asia Institute,
volume 4 (1990), published “In honor of Richard
Nelson Frye” (the first part edited by Carol
Bromberg, Bernard Goldman and the second part
by Oktor Skjaervø and Shapur Shahbazi).

!

Prof. Frye had not been only a prolific researcher
and author, but also an active campaigner,
promoting through his teaching as well as a
number of project initiatives and administrative
and semi-administrative undertakings the cause of
Iranian and Central Asian studies. Remarkable
among them were his revival in Shiraz (1974) of
the Asia Institute founded by A. U. Pope and its
Bulletin, and his helping to establish the
Committee on Inner Asian Studies at Harvard
(1983).

!

	


I should like to mention two features,
which I have admired in Prof. Frye’s
writings.
One is his open-mindedness
about views and theories concerning
Persian history and culture. As happens
also in some other fields, there are many
controversies in Iranian studies, which have
occupied and preoccupied Iranologists for
years. Most scholars are tenaciously
attached to their own opinions, and
consider differing views a sign of
ignorance, aberration, or both. Friendships
have been disrupted, blood has reached the
boiling point, and harsh words and critical
attacks have been launched against the
holders of other views. Such are, for
instance, controversies about the date of
Zoroaster, the religion of the
Achaemenids, the veracity of Darius in his
inscriptions, concerning his accession to
the throne which Herodotus repeats about
the murder of Bardia (Smerdis), the
youngest son of Cyrus, and next-of-kin
marriages in ancient Iran. I never saw Prof.
Frye condemn an opposing view in
vituperative language. He always showed,
on the contrary, openness to views other
t h a n h i s ow n i n d i s c u s s i n g s u ch
controversies. Very often he posed the
question, pointed out different theoretical
solutions, and left it at that. Frequently, his
discussion ended with a question, pointing
to an absence of dogmatic attitude.

!

The other feature is his treatment of the
Central Asian history. The term ‘Central
Asia’; so fashionable these days, is of recent
invention.
Earlier the region was called
Turkistan on account of the gradual
domination, from about the eleventh century,
of Turkic tribes over the region, as one can
see in the title of W. W. Barthold’s admirable
Turkestan Down to the Mongol Invasion
(English trans., London, 1928), or else, by its
territorial components. The Soviet Union,
interested in driving a wedge between the
past of these regions and their Soviet status,
welcomed the term as neutralizing the
historical claims of the Persians and the pan-
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Turkist advocates alike. It pushed, with the help of
some Eastern European countries, Hungary in
particular, to give the term a historical reality and
persuade UNESCO to undertake a number of
projects under this term. This is all very fine, as
long as it does not deny or obscure the fact that the
oldest historical layer of civilization and one which
shaped the course of the early history of the
region and is still an important cultural element in
the area is Iranian. Prof. Frye was at pains to point
out this reality through his many articles and more
recently his The Heritage of Central Asia: from
Antiquity to the Turkish Expansion (Princeton,
1996), where the heritage of Sogdiana, Parthia,
Bactria, Khwarazmia, and other areas in the region
are discussed.

!

In fact, Prof. Frye, throughout his career was a
friend of Iran and Iranian peoples, whether they
live in Persia, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Kurdistan,
Baluchistan, Caucasus, or in Diaspora. He lived up
to the sense of the sobriquet Iran-dust ‘lover of
Iran’ that the late ‘Ali-Akbar Dehkhoda bestowed
upon him in 1953 and which he had used since.
But this is not a one-sided love; it is mutual;
Iranians, in appreciation of his outstanding efforts
on behalf of their history and culture, have come
to love him as much as he had loved them.

!

Memorial donations can be made to:
Richard Nelson Frye Lecture Fund (370-504601)
Faculty of Arts & Sciences
Harvard University
Cambridge, MA 02138
Ehsan Yarshater
March 31, 2014
http://www.iranicaonline.org/pages/r-n-frye-2014

!

(copied with permission from Professor Yarshater)

	


Editorial Notes

!
!
!
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!

!

Please send your news and all items of professional
interest to Ghazzal Dabiri (gd2287@columbia.edu)
The deadline for the the next Newsletter will be
September 1, 2014

!

If you have not yet renewed your membership,
please do so as soon as possible. Your continued
support is now made easier with online
membership renewal. Please visit: http://
w w w. p e r s i a n a t e s o c i e t i e s. o r g / i n d e x . p h p /
membership to access the online form and link to
PayPal (which accepts multiple currencies). The
ASPS online form should reflect the address where
you would like your issues of the JPS to be sent
and your preferred e-mail address for ASPS
communication; the PayPal site requires your
billing address. If you paid but have not received
vol. of Journal of Persianate Studies, please let us
know.

!
!
!

!
!
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