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FROM THE PRESIDENT

On the eve of Nawruz and of our Eighth Biennial
Convention in Tbilisi, Georgia, allow me first to
wish everyone a very happy new year 1397. My
most special thanks for the Convention go to Dr.
George Sanikidze, our host in Tbilisi and a most
efficient organizer, and to Dr. Ghazzal Dabiri,
ASPS Secretary and an equally efficient organizer
and administrator. Without their help and
dedication, our Convention would not have been
possible.
On a sadder note, I would also like to inform you
of the death of my wife, Kathryn Arjomand, after
seven years of suffering and heroic struggle with
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS or the Lou
Gehrig Disease). Kathryn obtained her BA from
the University of Chicago in 1977 and her M. Phil
from the State University of New York at Stony
Brook in 1998. Her publications include
translations of “Fundamentalism, Traditionalism
and Islam” by Olivier Roy in Telos, 65 (1985), pp.
122-27, and “Shariʿat-Sangalaji: A Reformist
Theologian of the Rida Shah Period” by Yann
Richard in S.A. Arjomand, ed., Authority and
Political Culture in Shiʿism (1988), pp. 159-77, and
the edition of “Part II: Selected Sources” in S.A.
Arjomand, ed., Authority and Political Culture in
Shiʿism (1988), pp. 211-382. Kathryn joined the
Journal of Persianate Studies from its inception and
donated her service as its Managing Editor until
the end of 2012 (Volume 5), when the
progression of her illness made her editing
exceedingly difficult and forced her to step down.
Her valuable service was recognized with
gratitude by my predecessor as ASPS President,
Professor Parvaneh Pourshariati in ASPS
Newsletter, 30-31 (2013), p. 7.
Two amendments were proposed and approved
by the BoD members and were then put forward
to the membership for vote and were passed
nearly unanimously in January 2018. The first
amendment pertains to Article V Section 3 of the
Bylaws and is regarding the composition of the
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Board of Directors. The amendment now
includes ex-officio Board Members in the Bylaws
to reflect a long-standing practice. Traditionally,
Ex-Officio seats, with full voting privileges, have
been held by the Newsletter Editor and CERF
Director. Two new seats have been added: JPS
Editor and Associate Editor as Ex-Officio
members. The second amendment pertains to
Article VI Section 2 of the Bylaws regarding the
potential pool of candidates for the office of the
President. To ensure the health and growth of the
Association, as of now, those eligible to be
recruited and run for the office of the President
are Board of Directors, Executive Board
Members, Members of the Editorial Board of JPS,
and, now, those whose membership is in good
standing for three years.
I am very pleased to report that volume 10 of the
Journal of Persianate Studies was published with the
new cover design last year, and both issues
appeared regularly and with continued impeccable
editorial care by Dr. Gershon Lewental, Associate
Editor.
Looking forward into a bright future, finally, I
would like to welcome Professor Sunil Sharma
as President-Elect and Professors Matthew
Melvin-Koushki and Daniel Sheffield as Members
to the ASPS Board of Directors. As authorized by
the ASPS Board of Directors, I remain Interim
President until the three-year term of the
President-Elect begins in 2019 in accordance with
the provisions of the amended Bylaws. I am also
delighted that Professor Frank Lewis of the
University of Chicago accepted my invitation to
join the JPS Editorial Board, effective January 1,
2018.
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ASPS CONFERENCE, TBILISI,
GEORGIA, MARCH 2018

http://iliauni.edu.ge/en/iliauni/institutebi-451/gweretlis-agmosavletmcodneobis-instituti-742

Rescheduled Eighth Biennial Convention of
the Association for the Study of Persianate
Societies (ASPS)
ASPS/Tbilisi 2018
March 15-18, 2018
Tbilisi, Georgia
We are very enthusiastic about the forthcoming
Eighth Biennial Convention of the Association in
historic Tbilisi, Georgia which lies on the banks
of the Kura River. Founded in the fifth century
C.E., Tbilisi has been a major cultural and
economic center throughout the ages and boasts
strong ties to the larger Persianate world. The
convention will be hosted by Tsereteli Institute of
Oriental Studies at Ilia State University. The
Institute generously welcomed ASPS and hosted
our third biennial conference in June 2007. We
are excited to return for what will surely be yet
another memorable occasion as the ASPS
Conventions have provided a rare and valued
opportunity for scholars from West, Central and
South Asia, Europe and North America to
participate in an interdisciplinary dialogue. The
interchange of ideas has also found its place in
our publication, the Journal of Persianate
Societies, published by Brill Academic Publishers.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Past conventions of the ASPS have been held in
Istanbul/Turkey (2015), Sarajevo/Bosnia and
Herzegovina (2013), Hyderabad/India (2012),
Lahore/ Pakistan (2009), Tbilisi/Georgia (2007),
Yerevan/Armenia
(2004),
and
Dushanbe/Tajikistan (2002).
Venue Site
Ilia State University Kakutsa Cholokashvili Ave
3/5
Tbilisi
0162,
Georgia
https://iliauni.edu.ge/en/
Tsereteli Institute of Oriental Studies, 3,
Academician G. Tsereteli street, 0162 Tbilisi,
0162,
Georgia
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Opening Ceremonies-Building B SessionsBuildings S and G. Room assignments are
available on the program which may be found by
clicking on the following link:
http://persianatesocieties.org/index.php/convent
ions/asps-biennial-convention-tbilisi-2018
Map of Buildings:
http://iliauni.edu.ge/en/iliauni/adgilmdebareobada-marshrutebi/adgilmdebareoba/abcd-korpusebi
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NEWS FROM THE
JOURNAL

CERF ANNOUNCEMENTS

2018 CERF RECIPIENTS
VOLUME NO. 11.1
CONTENTS

The CERF Committee is pleased to announce three
2018 awards:

Ghazzal Dabiri, “Reading ʿAttār’s Elāhināma as
Sufi Practical Ethics: Between Genre, Reception,
and Muslim and Christian Audiences”

Dr. Davlatkhoja Dovutov, Donish Institute of
History, Archaeology and Ethnography, Academy of
Sciences of the Republic of Tajikistan. Funds to
support technical equipment and the publication costs
of Catalogue of Bukharkhudat Sassanid and Umayyad
Dirhams Found in Tajikistan.

Ahmad Fazlinejad and Farajollah Ahmadi,
“The Importance of Iranian Historiography in
Recognition of the Black Death, 14th–
15th Centuries”

Dr. Shodimahmad Sufiev, Central Scientific Library
named I. Gandhi, Academy of Sciences of the
Republic of Tajikistan. Funds to cover the publication
of Wine in Persian Literature: Evolution of Meanings.

Magdalena Rodziewicz, “Ferdynand Goetel’s
Iranian Experience: A Non-Colonial Account of
Mashhad”

Mr. Haydar Tawakkalov, Department of Folklore
Studies, Khorog State University, Gorno-Badakhshan,
Tajikistan. Funds to cover the publication of The
Tradition of Singing Maddah in Badakhsan .

Fardin Ghoreishi, “West from the Islamic
Reformists Point of View: A Case Study of ʿAli
Shariʿati”
James D. Clark, “New Nation, New History:
Promoting National History in Tajikistan”
ASPS welcomes papers from members and other
scholars for the Journal of Persianate Studies.
Please send your submissions to Saïd Amir
Arjomand, Editor-in-Chief:
said.Arjomand@stonybrook.edu

HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

2018 CERF Committee
Daniel Beben, Nazarbaev University
Ghazzal Dabiri, Ghent University
Jo-Ann Gross (CERF Founder and Director), The
College of New Jersey
CERF provides grants of up to $1500 to support
original research leading to the publication of a book
or monograph concerning Persianate culture by
individual scholars from Afghanistan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Northwest
China. 35 CERF grants have been awarded between
2004-2018, making a significant mark on the
development and dissemination of research carried out
by Central Asian scholars in a variety of disciplines,
including literature, philology, linguistics, philosophy,
religion, economics, ethnography, political science,
sociology, archaeology, folklore, numismatics and
history. CERF is entirely supported by private
donations. We are restricted in the number of grants
we are able to support, due to limited funding sources.
If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation to
CERF, which we encourage you to do, please contact
CERF Director, Dr. Jo-Ann Gross (gross@tcnj.edu).
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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
Deadline January 15, 2019
CERF grants support original research leading to
the publication of a book or monograph
concerning Persianate culture by individual
scholars
from
Afghanistan,
Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan,
and
Northwest China. Grants do not exceed US
$1500 and provide funding for the following:
publication costs for a book or monograph,
technical equipment necessary for specific
research projects, such as computers, printers,
scanners, voice recorders, or digital cameras;
travel expenses for archival research that will
directly result in an original book or monograph.
The deadline for receipt of electronic submissions
is January 15th of each year. Awards are
announced on March 1st. The award period is for
one year.
CERF does not support the publication of
periodical articles. The publication of previously
published works, including translations from
English, will be considered only in exceptional
circumstances when the applicant can
demonstrate a critical need for such a work.
Applications for projects based on original
archival or field research and those leading to the
publication
of
previously
unpublished
manuscripts, lithographs, documentary sources or
material culture are strongly encouraged.
Eligibility
A minimum degree equivalent to a B.A. Grantees
may only reapply for a CERF Grant after five
years from the receipt of a previous CERF award.
Selection
Awards are made once a year. An ASPS
evaluation committee reviews applications. Every
effort is made to provide regional balance in the
distribution of grants based on:
 Importance of the topic
 Academic merit of the proposed project
 Demonstrated career commitment to the
field
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG





Feasibility of the project
Potential impact of the research
Adequate academic and professional
experience of the candidate

Application
CERF candidates must submit an electronic
application in MS Word format by January 15th
to the Director of the CERF program, Dr. JoAnn Gross, at gross@tcnj.edu with the following
required information:
A. Background Information
Name and address, email address, fax number
Place and date of birth
Citizenship
Institutional name and address
Research field or discipline
Curriculum Vitae, including publications and
academic degrees
B. Research Proposal
Title of research project
Description of project (1-2 typewritten pages).
The description should include: Theme,
Purpose, Methodology, Potential impact and
importance of the publication, and Language
of publication
C. Budget (including detailed account of
specific expenses)
Please keep a copy of the application
requirements for your records and check off each
category prior to application submission.
Incomplete applications will be invalidated.
Award and Final Report
Grant recipients must submit a written report and
two copies of any publication resulting from the
award within two months of the award
completion period. The report must include the
following: name of project and objectives; extent
to which the objectives were met; impact of
project;
receipts
of
all
expenses.
Final reports, including receipts of all expenses,
must be remitted at the end of the project period
in order for the CERF to meet its own internal
accounting requirements that ensure the CERF’s
continued operation.
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NEWS FROM THE
OFFICES
ARMENIA
CALL FOR PAPERS
ANATOLIA-THE CAUCASUS-IRAN: ETHNIC
AND LINGUISTIC CONTACTS
Institute of Oriental Studies
Russian-Armenian University, Yerevan, Armenia
in cooperation with the
Institute of Empirical Linguistics
Goethe University of Frankfurt am Main,
Germany
Date: 10-12 May, 2018
The region including Anatolia, the Caucasus and
Iran is distinguished by its multi-ethnic and
multilingual nature. Languages spoken by the
inhabitants of this vast area belong to different
families — Indo-European, Turkic, Caucasian —
and have long been in constant interactions,
shaping various combinations of linguistic
phenomena:
substrate-superstrate-adstrate;
language unions (Sprachbunds), like ArmenianTurkic-Caucasian, including within the same
language continuum, as, for instance, South
Caucasian-Aturpatakan Iranian Sprachbund.
Moreover, nowhere in the world the spoken
language is so actualized with regard to the ethnic
issues than in the mentioned region. The
discussion of all these topics and their different
aspects will be the target of this gathering.
Academics of any educational and professional
level (MA, PhD, Post-Doc and beyond) are
invited to submit papers and panel proposals
relating to all aspects of linguistics and
ethnography
of
Anatolia-the Caucasus-Iran,
including:

Ethnic and language contacts

Ethnogenetic processes

Identity issues

Language as identity marker

Lexical and grammatical borrowings
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Language unions (Sprachbunds)
Substrate issue
Toponomastics
(hydrotoponymy
historical source)

Ethnobotany

Folklore




as

The working language of the Conference is
English. Separate sessions may be organised in
Persian, German and Russian.
Abstracts not exceeding 400 words alongside with
a brief CV including contact details are to be
emailed
by
March
15,
2018
to
ethnic.linguistic.contacts@gmail.com, with the
Subject “Anatolia-the Caucasus-Iran: Ethnic and
Linguistic Contacts”.
Important dates

15 March, 2018 — Abstract submission
deadline,

30 March, 2018 — Notification of
acceptance
Venue
Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian-Armenian
University, 123 Hovsep Emin St., Yerevan 0051
(http://www.rau.am, http://orient.rau.am).
Publication
Relevant papers will be published in Iran and the
Caucasus (http://www.brill.com/iran-andcaucasus).
HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL RELATIONS
BETWEEN IRAN AND THE CAUCASUS
Russian-Armenia University (Yerevan,
Armenia)
University of Guilan (Rasht, Iran)
Date: 26-27 May, 2018
Academics of any educational and professional
level (MA, PhD, Post-Doc and beyond) are
invited to submit papers and panel proposals on
any aspect of historical and cultural relations
between Iran and the Caucasus, including, but not
limited to:
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Historical relations between Iran and the
Caucasus
Cultural and literary relations between
Iran, the Caucasus and Russia
Comparative Studies of Iranian languages
and languages spoken in the Caucasus
(Armenian, Turkish, Georgian, etc.)
The role and place of the Persian language
in the literary heritage of Iran and the
Caucasus
The role of the Russian language in
cultural relations between Iran and the
Caucasus
Islamic Studies in the scientific and literary
schools of Russia and the Caucasus
Bilingualism in Iran and the Caucasus
The role of translation in strengthening
the cultural relations between Iran and the
Caucasus
Comparative Studies in the fields of
mythology, folklore and literature
The role of political figures of the
Caucasian descent in the formation of the
ideological trends and in political
developments in Iran in the second half of
the 19th century and the first decades of
the 20th century.
Armenians and their cultural mission in
the Irano-Caucasian Region.
Sources for the study of the Djangalid
Movement in Iran (in Russian, Armenian
and Georgian)

The working languages of the Conference are
English, Persian, Russian.
Abstracts not exceeding 500 words, along with a
brief CV including contact details, are to be
emailed
by
April
20,
2018
to
historical.cultural.relations@gmail.com, with the
Subject “Historical and Cultural Relations
between Iran and the Caucasus”.
Important dates
20 April, 2018 — Abstract submission deadline
28 April, 2018 — Notification of acceptance
Venue
Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian-Armenian
University, 123 Hovsep Emin St., Yerevan 0051.
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL FOR PAPERS
THE PERSIAN EMPIRE, THE SOCIAL SCIENCES,
AND ANCIENT HISTORIOGRAPHY: AN
EXPLORATORY WORKSHOP
VENUE: University of Helsinki
DATE: 9–11 January 2019
Co-sponsored by the Centre of Excellence in
Changes in Sacred Texts and Traditions and the
Centre of Excellence in Ancient Near Eastern
Empires
Studying the first Persian Empire (550 – 330
BCE) is both frustratingly immense and too
restrictive, with extant evidence often not directly
answering the questions we wish to ask of it. For
social and cultural dynamics, very careful
methodology is necessary to tease out more
sophisticated understandings. However, it is no
longer sufficient merely to mine existing theory
that appears to be adaptable; rather, ancient
historians need better integration in the broader
social scientific discourse. Therefore, the purpose
of this workshop is twofold:
1) for ancient historians to engage with cutting
edge social scientific work and find new,
potentially fruitful angles;
2) to explore ways of contributing to the
development of social scientific theory through
the ancient evidence.
This workshop intends to bring together ancient
Near Eastern historians and social scientists, to
discuss how theory and historical data can be
better brought into dialogue—and to explore
ideas for potentially fruitful new angles and
collaborations.
The workshop will run over three days, focusing
on three different social sciences. We are pleased
to announce that each day will begin with a talk
by a keynote speaker:
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Prof. Charis Boutieri (KCL)
Prof. Eve Caroli (Paris)
Prof. Bruce Bueno de Mesquita (NYU) Sociology
Economics Political Science
We call for paper proposals for the workshop
under the headings of sociology, economics, and
political science, each with a day focused on two
general themes.
For the sociology session we invite papers
exploring social networks and social authority.
Social Network Analysis has already proved
fruitful for the Satrapy of Babylonia. What other
ways can networks help us understand social
dynamics within the empire? How do networks
relate to ideas of “authority,” and what does
“authority” mean in the Persian Empire, on a
social level? For the economics session we invite
papers on taxation and forced labor and forced
migration. A major source of data comes in the
forms of tax documentation, yet a large portion of
this taxation took the form of labor obligations.
How can we better understand the economic
implications of this? Does this affect our analysis
of coinage and bullion exchange? For the political
science session we invite papers exploring
imperial administration and elite identity. A
significant number of the elites and scribes within
the empire functioned within the administration
on some level. How can we understand processes
of local-imperial negotiation and identity, and the
processes of administrative functioning? How
does this inform our readings of scribal
productions not directly for the empire?
Each day of the workshop will begin with a
keynote lecture with discussion, followed by
workshop of pre-circulated papers on the day’s
themes, followed by a response and wider
thematic discussion. It is our sincere hope that
this format will enable as much evidence-based
discussion of the theoretical issues as possible, as
well as lay some groundwork for future
collaboration between historians and social
scientists. The target audience is historians of the
Persian Empire as well as scholars who work on
texts likely from that time frame, but the event is
open to all interested historians who can find
links in their work to the Persian Empire and the
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

themes discussed in this workshop. The goal is to
develop more novel avenues into discussing the
social dynamics of this empire, and thus will be
relevant for other Near Eastern empires
(including the Roman east).
Abstracts for 20-30 minute summarized papers
should be submitted by 4 May 2018. Please
indicate in the abstract the field heading
(sociology, economics, or political science) and
theme or themes. Abstracts should be submitted
in pdf to jason.silverman@helsinki.fi. Abstracts
from PhD candidates as well as senior scholars,
and both historians and social scientists are
warmly welcomed. Since the purpose of the
workshop is exploratory and methodological, it is
not envisioned that this event will result in an
edited volume. Follow-up workshops and
conferences, however, may produce edited
volumes.
Accepted proposals will need to submit a draft
paper for circulation to workshop participants
before 15 December 2018. All participants will be
strongly encouraged to read the other draft papers
before the workshop begins on 11 January 2019.
As this workshop is co-sponsored by the Centres
of Excellence CSTT and ANEE, there will be no
registration fee for speakers, though registration is
still necessary. Enquiries may be sent to either
Jutta Jokiranta or Jason Silverman.
Beyond the Islamicate Chancery: Archives,
Paperwork, and Textual Encounters across
Eurasia (15th-20th Centuries)
Venue: Institute of Iranian Studies, Austrian
Academy of Sciences
Date: 4-5 October 2018, Vienna
Conveners: Paolo Sartori and James Pickett
This symposium is the third instalment in a series
of collaborations between the Institute of Iranian
Studies and the University of Pittsburgh
examining Islamicate cultures of documentation
from different angles. Surviving pre-colonial and
colonial chancery archives across Eurasia provide
an unparalleled glimpse into the inner workings of
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connectivity across writing cultures and,
especially, documentary practices. This meeting
situates what has traditionally been a highly
technical discipline in a broader historical dialogue
on the relationship between state power, the
archive, and cultural encounters.
More concretely, the symposium will serve as a
forum to discuss how practices of document
writing and record keeping in the Islamicate world
were reflective of conversations taking place
among individuals and institutions operating
across diverse systems of knowledge. Where can
we
observe
examples
of
cultural
commensurabilities that transcend the Islamic
divide? Thinking of “Islamicate” rather than
Islamic, Persianate, or Turkicate serves to
decouple the prestige of Arabic, Persian, and
Turkic languages from dynastic histories and
simplified notions of national culture. By
conceiving of the Islamicate world as a contact
zone, rather than a civilizational edifice, how
might we observe the ways in which Arabic,
Persian, and Turkic exerted a deep influence on a
number of other languages with which they
interacted, even as they too were shaped by that
process of change? We aim to move away from a
static, and somewhat reductionist approach to
Eurasian history in which either Arabic, Persian,
or Turkic was dominant and which is usually
identified with the self-contained area coinciding
with the Middle East, Central Asia, and India. In
this sense, our use of the notion of “Islamicate” is
inclusive of the various documentary practices,
which manifested themselves in languages written
in the Arabic-script. We, therefore, aim to extend
the spectrum of comparisons between cultures of
documentation in the Arabic-script, which
encountered and indeed interacted with other
documentary sensibilities across Eurasia and
beyond.
This heuristic shift is key to expand the notion of
Islamicate cultures of documentation: while
studies of archival practices and record keeping
activities in the history of Islam are usually
premised upon the understanding of a
geographically bounded zone of cultural
hegemony, the notion of “Islamicate” confers
salience upon the very process of socio-linguistic
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

encounters. In other words, the Islamicate world
here ceases to be merely a metaphor for a place
and begins instead to signal a cultural process of
interactions and cross-pollination. This move
carries an important ideological baggage: to focus
on textual encounters is tantamount to appreciate
cultural diversity and envision a world of
interactions and multiple sensibilities.
By addressing the following questions, the
symposium sets for itself the task of outlining a
comparative history of cultures of documentation
in early modern and colonial periods across the
Middle East, Central and South Asia:
 How did chanceries communicate across
cultures of documentation, and navigated
through linguistic conventions and
systems of knowledge?
 When did textual encounters between
chanceries begin to depend more on
formal linguistic training than on
improvisation and approximation?
 How did chanceries translate foreign
notions of sovereignty and taxonomies of
authority
into
their
documentary
practices?
 Was the process of translation at the
chancery level part of a broader
ethnographic enterprise?
 Does the preservation of translations in
archives reflect a certain historical
consciousness?
 How can we take stock of the materiality
of documents, and especially translations,
when writing about diplomatic history?
 What was the relationship between
diplomatic
relations,
socio-linguistic
encounters, and public knowledge?
 Can we point to manifestations of
commensurability
and
congruence
between cultures as exemplified by scribal
exchanges and documentary practices?
Proposals should include paper abstracts of up to
600 words and a short CV (no more than 2
pages). Please send your proposal to
paolo.sartori@oeaw.ac.at and pickettj@pitt.edu
by 15 April 2018 at the latest. Travel and
accommodation costs for invited speakers will be
covered by the Institute of Iranian Studies
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(Austrian Academy of Sciences) and University of
Pittsburgh. This is an initiative of the START
Project
“Seeing
like
an
Archive”:
http://seeinglikeanarchive.wordpress.com.
ROSHANGAR: ROSHAN UNDERGRADUATE
PERSIAN STUDIES JOURNAL
A new undergraduate initiative at the Roshan
Institute for Persian Studies. Under the
supervision of the Roshan Institute for Persian
Studies, students at the University of Maryland
have created a new group called Roshangar.
Roshangar is a blog; it features articles, events and
movie reviews, interviews with artists and
scholars, cultural analyses and more written by a
diverse group of students.
https://www.roshangarumd.com/
Roshangar is also an academic journal. It recently
published its third issue which includes
submissions from undergraduate students from
around the world and with a wide range of
academic backgrounds.
Roshangar is now accepting submissions for the
fourth issue. The call for papers for
undergraduate students who wish to be featured
in the next issue may be accessed on our website:
https://www.roshangarumd.com/journalsubmission
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
SUMMER SCHOOL: READING AND ANALYSING
INDO-PERSIAN DOCUMENTS
Göttingen, 20, 8 – 31, 8 2018
The Seminary for Iranian Studies at the University
of Göttingen organises a summer school devoted
to reading and analysing Indo-Persian documents.
During the two-week programme we will
introduce young researchers (mostly PhD
candidates and postdoc researchers, but MA
candidates may also apply) to ways of reading and
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

analysing Indo-Persian documents. The summer
school aims at training the scholars in identifying
different types of documents, at deciphering not
only texts written in Nastaliq, but also in Shekasta,
at reading seals and stamps and at getting basic
knowledge about typical terminology and
abbreviations. The documents will all be in
Persian, but sometimes interspersed with local
terms. Special consideration will therefore be paid
to the Indian environment and the particular
vocabulary used there. The course will also
provide information about basic research tools
and the archival situation in India.
Indo-Persian documentary sources are available in
vast quantities in Indian archives and provide
unique information on economic, social, political
and religious issues of the Subcontinent. They still
remain poorly understudied and are much less
taken into consideration than narrative sources
like especially historiographies and chronicles. We
observe that working on archival material in India
poses three challenges to young researchers: first
of all, students of Persian or Iranian Studies often
restrict themselves to sources from Iran and do
not pay attention to the huge amount of IndoPersian material they often feel unfamiliar with.
Second, the archival situation in India is not so
promising,
with
many
collections
still
uncatalogued and difficult to access. Third, the
reading and deciphering of these documents
present many problems difficult to solve on one’s
own, especially when they are written in Shekasta.
Our goal is to encourage researchers in tackling
these challenges by guiding them through the
initial steps in working with such texts. Large
space will be provided for working together on
documentary material. The participants will
however also have to work on documents on their
own in the afternoons to apply the acquired new
skills and to enhance their competence in
deciphering unknown texts step by step.
Programme: The workshop comprises 4hrs/day
of teaching. The afternoon is reserved for
homework and exercises.
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Costs: The course fee is 150 €. The fee has to be
paid after acceptance for the course until April
20th.
Requirements: We accept PhD and postdoc
students as well as MA students with a good
knowledge of Persian. They should be familiar
with pre-modern Persian, too.
The language of instruction will be English,
fluency in English is therefore also required.
Application: In order to be considered, the
applications must include: A curriculum vitae,
mentioning language skills, proof of sufficient
knowledge of Persian, the number of participants
is limited to 20.
Calendar: The applications must be submitted
before April 1st 2018.
The spring school will take place from August 20th
to August 31st 2018. Arrival day in Göttingen is
August 19th, departure if foreseen for the
afternoon of August 31st earliest.
Preliminary list of instructors: Chander Shekhar
(Delhi University), Saqib Baburi (British Library),
Eva Orthmann (Göttingen University), Anna
Kollatz (Bonn University)
Contact: iranist@gwdg.de and s2albala@unibonn.de

UPCOMING CONFERENCES & EVENTS
JUDAEANS IN THE PERSIAN EMPIRE
Venue: EABS, Helsinki
Date: 30 July-3 August 2018
JPE considers changing local hierarchies and elite
networks in dialogue with the emergence of a
broader Achaemenid Koine as attested in material
culture and manifested in regional literatures.
How can we understand the relations between
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

pre-existing local elites, the Iranian imperial elites,
and emerging elites? Where should we assign the
components
of
reinscribed
memory,
distance/migration, and appropriation among the
groups concerned? JPE especially looks at the
possibility of microhistories of social hierarchies.
JPE expects to have at least one open session, and
one invited session in conjunction with other
Near Eastern sections planned for Helsinki.
PAST CONFERENCES & EVENTS
SYMPOSIUM:
THE IDEA OF IRAN: THE TURKO-TIMURID
INTERMEZZO
CENTRE FOR IRANIAN STUDIES
Date: 18-19 November 2017
Venue: Brunei Gallery Room: Brunei
Lecture Theatre

Gallery

Convened by Sarah Stewart, SOAS and Charles
Melville, University of Cambridge.
Speakers:
Shahzad Bashir, Stanford University
Michele Bernardini, University of Naples
“L’Orientale”
Elaheh Kheirandish, Harvard University
Beatrice Manz, Tufts University
Elena Paskaleva, Leiden University
Eleanor Sims, Independent Scholar
Maria Subtelny, University of Toronto
Marc Toutant, CNRS (French National Centre for
Scientific Research)
John Woods, University of Chicago
Daniel Zakrzewski, Marburg University
Organizers: Centre for Iranian Studies, the
Department of History, Religions and
Philosophies, SOAS and the Faculty of Asian and
Middle Eastern Studies, University of Cambridge
Sponsor: Soudavar Memorial Foundation
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FILM:
TAQ KASRA: WONDER OF ARCHITECTURE
CENTRE FOR IRANIAN STUDIES
Date: 1 February 2018
Venue: Russell Square: College Buildings
Directed by Pejman Akbarzadeh
World Premiere screening of Taq Kasra: Wonder
of Architecture, the first-ever documentary film
on the world’s largest brickwork vault. The
palace was the symbol of the Persian Empire in
the Sasanian era (224-651 AD), when a major part
of Mesopotamia (modern Iraq) was part of Persia.
Taq Kasra was in serious danger of ISIS attacks in
2015-2016 and this was the main motivation for
documentary maker Pejman Akbarzadeh, based in
Holland, to travel to Iraq twice and film the arch
before it was potentially destroyed.
Taq Kasra in late antiquity was a royal Persian
residence but since a few centuries ago, in view of
geopolitical changes in the Near East, it is
located in Iraqi territory, close to Baghdad. It was
neglected shortly after the Arab invasion of Persia
(Iran) in the 7th century AD but remained a
source of inspiration for archaeologists, poets and
other travelers. The film explores the history and
architecture of this iconic monument with
respected archaeologists and scholars from
around the world and portrays the huge impact of
war and ideological policies on the identity of this
ancient arch. Watch the trailer here.
The documentary is produced by the Persian
Dutch Network, in association with Toos
Foundation, and co-funded by the Soudavar
Memorial Foundation.
Organizer: Centre for Iranian Studies
TAQ KASRA: WONDER OF ARCHITECTURE will
be shown at the ASPS Convention in Tbilisi on
Sunday, March 18, 2018.

PUBLICATIONS
Rudi
Matthee,
coedited
(with
Elena
Andreeva) Russians in Iran: Diplomacy and Power in
the Qajar Era and Beyond (London: I. B. Tauris,
2018). He contributed the Introduction and
“Infidel Aggression: The Russian Assault on the
Holy Shrine of Imam Riza, Mashhad, 1912.” to
the volume.
A book review of Saïd Amir Arjomand’s Sociology
of Shi‘ite Islam, by Yaser Mirdamadi, in Reading
Religion, August 14, 2017.
Mehrdad Amanat, “KASHAN iii. History to the
Pahlavi
Period,” Encyclopædia
Iranica, online
edition,
2018,
http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/tempkashan-history
Rosemary
Stanfield-Johnson,
“From One
Thousand and One Nights to Safavid Iran: A Persian
Tawaddud,” Der Islam 94 (1) 2017: 158–191.
Katarzyna Maksymiuk & Gholamreza
Karamian, ed., Crowns, hats, turbans and helmets: The
headgear in Iranian history, volume I: Pre-Islamic
Period (Siedlce-Tehran: 2017).
Kaveh Farrokh, Gholamreza Karamian, &
Katarzyna Maksymiuk, A Synopsis of Sasanian
Military Organization and Combat Units, SiedlceTehran 2018.
Peter B. Golden: “‘Eternal Stones’: Historical
Memory and Notions of History Among the
Early Turkic Peoples” ed. I. Poonawala, Turks in
the Indian subcontinent, Central and West Asia (New
Delhi: Oxford University Press-Delhi, 2017): 363.
______, “The Turkic World in Maḥmûd alKâshgharî” pt. 1. Türkologiya (Baku) No. 4 (2017):
11-31.
Carol Bier, The Graduate Theological Union in
Berkeley, California, has published a book by
Carol Bier, Reverberating Echoes: Contemporary Art
Inspired by Traditional Islamic Art (2017), based on
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an exhibition of work by seven American artists
held at the Center for Arts & Religion. Carol also
published a paper, “Algorithmic Aesthetics:
Redefining Traditional Islamic Art,” in
the Proceedings of the Bridges Conference at Waterloo,
Ontario (2017) and wrote an article, “Reframing
Islamic Art for the 21st Century,” which appeared
in Horizons in Humanities and Social Sciences 2/2,
available
online
at http://works.bepress.com/carol_bier/89/. She
also
contributed
to
a
major
publication, Embroideries and Carpets of Uzbekistan in
Foreign Collections, ed. Elmira Gyul (Tashkent,
2017), part of a series dedicated to the 25th
anniversary of the Republic of Uzbekistan,
published by the Uzbek Academy of Sciences.
 »انجمن مطالعات فارسيزبان در راه،احمد كاظمي موسوي

« نقد و بررسي،ايجاد تفاهم بين فرهنگهاي مرتبط با زبان فارسي

.١٣٩٦  تابستان،٥٥  شماره،كتاب تهران

 احمد كاظمي ضمن ارائه گزارشي از افتتاح دفتر،در اين مقاله
انجمن جوامع فارسيزبان در تهران و كنفرانس يكروزه آن در

،(٢٠١٧  مارس١٣) ١٣٩٥  اسفند٢٣ دانشگاه تهران در تاريخ
 به ويژه،مروري بر فعاليتهاي انجمن طي سالهاي گذشته

 و نقش آن در بالنده،كنفرانسهاي برگزار شده توسط انجمن
كردن ارتباط وحدتآفرين بين فرهنگهاي مرتبط با زبان فارسي
.داشته است

: بوي خوش سالهاي فراموش شده،حسن خادمي رامهرمزي

-خاطرات كاركنان شركت نفت و گروههاي اجتماعي منطقه نفت
.١٣٩٦ ، انتشارات ترآوا،١٣٥٦-١٣٠٠ خيز آغاجري

«، »ژنو شهري كه شايگان در آن متولد شد،داريوش بوربور

.١٣٩٤  بهمن٢٤ ، ايلنا،مﺼاحبه با خبرگزاري كار

HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Editorial Notes
The deadline for the next Newsletter will be
August 20, 2018
If you have not yet renewed your
membership, please do so as soon as possible.
Your continued support is now made easier with
online membership renewal. Please visit:
http://www.persianatesocieties.org/index.php/m
embership to access the online form and link to
PayPal (which accepts multiple currencies). ASPS’
online form should reflect the address to where
you would like your issues of JPS to be sent and
your preferred e-mail address for ASPS
communications. Please note, the PayPal site
requires your billing address. If you have paid, but
have not received the latest volume of the Journal
of Persianate Studies, please let us know.
Please send your news and all items of
professional interest to Mehdi Faraji at:
newsletter@persianatesocieties.org

