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FROM THE PRESIDENT

I hope everyone has had a relaxed and productive
summer.
The call for papers for our ninth biennial
convention in New Delhi resulted in an
impressive number of proposals, both in terms of
individual papers and pre-planned panels. The
Organizing Committee is hard at work as we
speak working on the program. If your proposal
was accepted and you are planning to attend,
please do register as soon as possible. In the next
few weeks, we will be posting information about
options regarding accommodation in New Delhi.
You will also receive information about applying
for an Indian visa. I will be travelling to the city in
December to finalize arrangements, and around
that time a final program will be available.
On June 7 of this year, we had our Board of
Directors’ annual meeting in New York at
Columbia University’s Department of Middle
Eastern, South Asian and African Studies, home
department of Prof. Mana Kia. About half the
Board members were able to be there in person,
but most of the others participated on Zoom. The
discussions were fruitful and helped to give us a
more focused vision for the short term. In other
administrative news, in a few weeks, elections will
be held for replacing board members who are
completing their term this year. Information will
be forthcoming soon about the nomination
process.
As I mentioned in my earlier report this year, we
are planning to hold our tenth biennial
convention in 2021. While we investigate
potential venues for it, I would like to remind
members that if there is any interest amongst you
to host the conference, or if you have any
suggestions for a place or institution, please
communicate those to me. Ideally, we will have
settled on a date and place for the tenth
convention by the end of the year.
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Over the last few months, I was at conferences or
visited various places around the globe connected
with Persian Studies and everywhere I felt that
colleagues and well-wishers had a very positive
and enthusiastic view of our association,
validating the important function we take
seriously to create an international community of
scholars with shared research interests. We hope
to highlight the role of ASPS even more in today’s
world and provide further opportunities for
cultural and academic exchange in the future.
Sunil Sharma

ASPS CONVENTION
DELHI, INDIA, MARCH 2020
The Ninth Biennial Convention of the
Association for the Study of
Persianate Societies
March 11-13, 2020
New Delhi, India

We are very excited about the forthcoming Ninth
Biennial Congress of the Association in
Delhi. The city has always been an important part
of the Persianate world. It is one of the world’s
most diverse and dynamic metropolitan areas,
offering numerous possibilities for visits and
cultural activities. Optional excursions following
the conference may include visits to Humayun’s
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Tomb, the shrines of Nizamuddin Auliya and
Amir Khusrau, and the Lotus Temple.
We look forward to an exciting ninth convention
in Delhi. Past conventions of ASPS have been
held
in
Dushanbe/Tajikistan
(2002);
Yerevan/Armenia (2004); Tbilisi/Georgia (2007
and
2018);
Lahore/
Pakistan
(2009),
Hyderabad/India (2012); Sarajevo/Bosnia and
Herzegovina (2013); Istanbul (2015); and Tbilisi/
Gerogia (2018). We invite you to review our past
programs. The ASPS Congresses have provided a
rare and valued opportunity for scholars from
across Asia, Europe and North America to
participate in an interdisciplinary dialogue. The
interchange of ideas has also found its place in
our publication, the Journal of Persianate
Societies, published by Brill Academic Publishers.
We encourage you to take the opportunity to
participate in this unique gathering.

NEWS FROM THE
JOURNAL

VOLUME NO. 12.1
CONTENTS
Special issue guest edited by Louise Marlow

Ghazzal Dabiri: “When a Lion is Chided by an
Ant”: Everyday Saints and the Making of Sufi
Kings in ʿAttār’s Elāhi-nāma
Domenico Ingenito: “A Marvelous Painting”:
The Erotic Dimension of Saʿdi’s Praise Poetry
Saïd Amir Arjomand: Review Essay: Persianate
Political Thought and Islam
VOLUME NO. 12.2
CONTENTS
Symposium guest edited by Kazuo Morimoto
Kazuo Morimoto: Introduction
Osamu Otsuka: The Hazaraspid Dynasty’s
Legendary Keyanid Ancestry: The Flowering of
Persian Literature under the Patronage of Local
Rulers in the Late Il-khanid Period
Satoshi Ogura: In This Corner of the Entangled
Cosmopolises: Political Legitimacies in the
Multilingual Society of Sultanate and Early
Mughal Kashmir
Nobuaki Kondo: How to Found a New
Dynasty: The Early Qajars’ Quest for Legitimacy
Daniel Beben: Review of Recent Scholarship on
Early Modern Central Asia

Louise Marlow: Introduction: Advice Literature
and Persianate Political Ethics

ASPS welcomes papers from members and other
scholars for the Journal of Persianate Studies.

Mohsen Rahmati: The Saffarid Yaʿqub b. Layth
and the Revival of Persian Kingship

Submissions should be made online through the
link below:

Austin O’Malley: From Blessed Lips: The
Textualization of Abu Saʿid’s Dicta and Deeds

https://www.editorialmanager.com/jpsbrill/defa
ult.aspx

Nasrin Askari: Élite Folktales: Munes-nāma, Ketābe dāstān, and their Audiences

HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG
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NEWS FROM THE
OFFICES
The Mediterranean Branch of ASPS
We are pleased to announce that the
Mediterranean Branch of ASPS, based at
Sapienza, University of Rome, will be open soon.
The opening ceremony and the inauguration of
the activities of our new branch will be held on
November 28th, followed by a workshop on
Religious Variety in Pre-Modern Iran.
Armenia
CESAI Conference in Armenia
First CESAI conference, hosted by the
Institute of Oriental Studies, RussianArmenian University, was held on June 26-28 in
Yerevan and gathered scholars working on
Afghanistan and expert on regional issues from
Armenia, Russia, Iran, India, United States,
Poland, France, Switzerland, Great Britain, and
other countries.
CESAI
(Consociatio
Eruditorum
Studiis
Afganologicis Internationalibus - CESAI) - The
Scholarly Association for International Studies of
Afghanistan was established two years ago in St.
Petersburg and aimed at the development and
coordination of Afghan Studies on the
international level.
Thematic panels of the 1st CESAI focused on
such topics as historical and cultural aspects of
Afghan studies, with the particular accent on the
new and modern history of the country,
peculiarities of its political system, socio-cultural
policy and the status of religious minorities,
nuances of the Pashtun tribal structure, etc.
Dr. Sergey Andreev, CESAI President and Prof.
Dr. Garnik Asatrian, Director of the Institute of
Oriental Studies, Russian-Armenian University,
agreed on further cooperation, academic journal
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

“Iran and the Caucasus” (Brill: Leiden-Boston)
being one of its basic platforms and publishing
the most topical among the CESAI researches.
The program and abstracts of the First CESAI
Conference
can
be
found
here:
http://orient.rau.am/uploads/blocks/0/4/493/fi
les/parskeren_cragirV.pdf
The 2nd CESAI conference will be held in 2021 at
the Jagiellonian University, Krakow.
***
On October 4-5 2019, Institute of Oriental
Studies, Russian-Armenian University will host
the international conference on Cultural and
Biological Anthropology of the Caucasian and
Near
Eastern
Populations
(https://armacad.info/russian-armenian-slavonicuniversity--2019-04-04--conf-cfp-cultural-andbiological-anthropology-of-the-caucasian-an-neareastern-populations).

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL FOR PAPERS
Society and Morality in Eurasia: From
Prehistory to the Present Day
Final Conference of the International Max Planck
Research School for the Anthropology,
Archaeology and History of Eurasia (IMPRS
ANARCHIE)
MPI for Social Anthropology, Halle (Saale),
December 2–5, 2020
The moral/ethical/normative dimension of
human social life has generally been considered
unique to our species. But how did it originate,
how does it function, and how does morality
change/adapt in history? The questions have been
addressed in general terms by countless
philosophers, and more recently by Darwinian
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evolutionists; they can also be illuminated by
empirical projects in disciplines such as those that
make up ANARCHIE. Indeed, many of the
projects of the four doctoral cohorts of
ANARCHIE have already addressed normative
issues,
at
least
implicitly.
The
civilizations/cultures/ societies of Eurasia
illustrate numerous forms of community social
organization and belief, from prehistoric bands to
postsocialist deindustrialization. This final
conference of our School will address the
normative dimensions of social life, reaching
behind religious ideals of transcendence and
secular notions of sympathy (Rousseau, Smith
etc.) to explore concrete institutions such as those
of cooperation, punishment, charity and
philanthropy. If different norms are applied to the
treatment of strangers, how are the boundaries of
“our” society drawn? How are notions of “the
good” expressed by citizens and subjects in
everyday life? How are they reflected in political
hierarchies and interethnic relations, in economic
exchange and provisioning, in legal codes, and in
the reciprocal obligations of kinship and
friendship? In short: we invite papers that explore
the big questions of normativity addressed by
philosophers and sociobiologists, in the light of
empirical data. Possible topics of enquiry might
include:
 morality in prehistory (archaeobiology,
archaeogenetics, etc)
 religion, salvation, legitimacy
 moral dimensions of economic life
 migration and transfer of ethical values
 moral dimensions of social movements
and revolutions Other possibilities
concerning roots and forms of social
cohesion across Eurasia in all epochs are
welcome!
Proposals (circa 250 words) should be sent by
email to Chris Hann (hann@eth.mpg.de) before
1st November 2019. Scholars whose proposals
are accepted will have all reasonable costs
reimbursed. More information concerning
ANARCHIE
can
be
found
at:
https://www.eth.mpg.de/anarchie

HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

UPCOMING EVENTS & PROGRAMS
Book Talk
Messianism and Sociopolitical Revolution in
the Islamicate Civilization
Speaker:
Saïd
Amir
Arjomand
Date: October 17, 2019, 5-7 pm
Venue: Iranian Studies Initiative, the Hagop
Kevorkian Center, New York University
The talk will highlight the companion volume
to Revolution:
Structure
and
Meaning
in
History (University of Chicago Press, 2019) with
regard to the motivation to revolutionary action.
This approach shifts the focus of analysis from
the putatively general causes of revolutions to the
specific motivation and consequences of
revolutionary social action in historical and
comparative perspective. Within this framework,
major instances of Islamicate revolutionary
transformation beginning with Muhammad’s
constitutive revolution and the rise of Islam in
seventh-century Arabia, followed by four cases of
medieval and early modern Mahdist revolutions
are examined in the companion volume I am
working on. The persistence as well as radical
transformation of the millennial motivation in
revolutionary movements of the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries will be treated in the
concluding chapters. The presentation will briefly
outline my conclusions regarding the Fatimid
revolution in North Africa at the beginning of the
tenth century, the Berber revolution of Mahdi Ibn
Tumart in Southwestern Maghreb in the midtwelfth century and the Safavid revolution in
1500-1501 but mostly focus in the Shi’ite
Messianism in occupied Iraq and the Sunni
reaction to it in the form of DA’ESH/ISIS.
Exhibition: Silk Road Cities
Date: 5 September 2019 - 17 October 2019
Venue: Oude UB Rapenburg 70
The most unexpected innovations and fusions of
world’s religions and material culture have taken
place along the trade and communication
networks known today as the Silk Roads. Term
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coined by the German geologist Baron Ferdinand
von Richthofen in 1877, the Silk Road has
attracted much scholarly interest in recent years.
The artistic vibrancy of the empires that stretched
from China to Byzantium was reflected in their
cultural production. Their artistic excellence
combined with exquisite decorum was the
product of continuous exchanges, mixing and
melding of traditions.
The exhibition will feature Islamic architectural
monuments (mosques, madrasas, mausoleums) in
major urban centers along the Silk Roads. Special
focus will be on the cities of Herat (Afghanistan),
Mashhad and Sultaniyya (Iran), Turkestan
(Kazakhstan), Marv and Anau (Turkmenistan),
Samarqand, Bukhara and Shahr-i Sabz
(Uzbekistan).
Organizers
The exhibition is organized within the LUCIS
program Islam in Central Asia, the NWO
project Turks, texts and territory: Imperial
ideology and cultural production in Central
Eurasia and the Central Asia Initiative at Leiden
University. The online catalogue of the exhibition
is available here.
Edinburgh Historical Studies of Iran and the
Persian World
Published in association with Elahé Omidyar MirDjalali, Founder and Chair, Roshan Cultural
Heritage Institute
Series General Editor: Stephanie Cronin, Elahé
Omidyar Mir-Djalali Research Fellow, University
of Oxford
Series Advisory Board:
• Janet Afary, UC Santa Barbara
• Abbas Amanat, Yale University
• Touraj Atabaki, International Institute of
Social History
• Joanna de Groot, University of York
• Vanessa Martin, Royal Holloway, University
of London
• Rudi Matthee, University of Delaware
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

• Cyrus Schayegh, The Graduate Institute,
Geneva
Studies of the political, economic, social and
cultural history of medieval and modern Iran and
the Persian world
Covering the history of Iran and the Persian
world from the medieval period to the present,
this series aims to become the pre-eminent place
for publication in this field. As well as its core
concern with Iran, it will extend its interests to
encompass a much wider and more loosely
defined cultural and linguistic world, including
Afghanistan, the Caucasus, Central Asia, Xinjiang
and northern India. Books in the series will
present a range of conceptual and methodological
approaches, looking not only at states, dynasties
and elites, but at subalterns, minorities and
everyday life
Find out more:
www.edinburghuniversitypress.com/series/EHSI
PW
Film Screening
GHOLAM, the haunting, critically acclaimed,
debut feature from British-Iranian artist and filmmaker Mitra Tabrizian – the story of an Iranian
cab driver in London caught between two worlds.
It is an arresting portrait of displaced struggles
that moves almost inexorably from observational
drama to eerie quasi-thriller. Shahab Hosseini,
who proved so magnetic in Asghar Farhadi’s 2017
Oscar-winner The Salesman, delivers a
mesmerizing performance as Tabrizian’s elliptical,
diasporic drama unfolds mysteriously around him.
www.gholamfilm.com
Following a successful theatrical UK release,
GHOLAM is now available on iTunes
(https://apple.co/2KtGxoP) and Amazon Prime
(https://amzn.to/2M6aWvI) in the US & Canada.
GHOLAM will also be screened at the
Smithsonian Museum on 31 January 2020,
alongside photographic work by Tabrizian in their
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current exhibition "My Iran, Six Women
Photographers" at the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery.
https://wapo.st/2N3Qooc
PAST CONFERENCES & EVENTS
Ninth European Conference of Iranian
Studies (ECIS 9)
Date: 9–13 September 2019
Venue: The Institute of Iranian Studies, Freie
Universität Berlin, Germany
The 9th European Conference of Iranian Studies,
hosted by the Institute of Iranian Studies, took
place at the Freie Universität Berlin, in Germany,
from September 09 to September 13, 2019.
The European Conference of Iranian Studies
(ECIS) is one of Europe’s largest conferences in
Iranian Studies. It is held every four years and
organized by the Societas Iranologica Europaea
(SIE).
Some key topics for ECIS 9 include:
 Persian Literature
 Iranian Philology
 History
 Religious Studies
 Cultural Studies
 Art and Archaeology
 Anthropology
The Idea of Iran: The Second Safavid Century
Date: 11-12 May 2019
Venue: Brunei Gallery
Type of Event: Symposium
The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries saw the
establishment of the new Safavid regime in Iran,
heir not only to the succession of leadership of
the Safavid sufi order, but also to the Aq Qoyunlu
dispensation of western Iran and more remotely
to the Timurid Empire in the East. Along with
reuniting the Persian lands under one rule, the
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Safavids initiated the radical transformation of the
religious landscape by introducing Imami Shi‘ism
as the official state faith and in this as in other
ways, laying the foundations of Iran’s modern
identity. While sometimes viewed as a period of
decline from the highpoints of classical Persian
literature and the visual arts of preceding
centuries, the Safavid era was nevertheless a
period of great literary and artistic activity in the
realms of both secular and theological endeavour.
In addition, with the establishment of comparable
polities in across western, southern and central
Asia at broadly the same time, interactions with
Ottoman, Mughal and Uzbek neighbours ensured
fruitful interactions with other Muslim states also
making the transition for the medieval to the
modern world. Finally, European encounters with
these worlds provide rich new layers of
information and evidence of material and
intellectual transmission.
What does the Idea of Iran mean at this period?
Can we discern the ways that contemporaries
viewed their traditions and their environment
(natural or built); what was the view of outsiders,
and how does modern scholarship define the
distinctive aspects of the period? These are some
of the questions we hope to explore in the
symposium dedicated to this rich and highly
productive period that took Iran to the eve of
modernity.
Convened by Sarah Stewart, SOAS and Charles
Melville, University of Cambridge.
The Centre for Iranian Studies, the Department
of Religions & Philosophies, School of History,
Religions & Philosophies, SOAS and the
Shahnama Centre for Persian Studies, Pembroke
College, University of Cambridge remain deeply
grateful to the Soudavar Memorial Foundation for
their continued support for this series.
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PUBLICATIONS
H. E. Chehabi, “Gender Anxieties in the
Iranian Zūrkhānah,” International Journal of Middle
East Studies 51:3 (August 2019): pp, 395-421.
Rudi Matthee, “Confessions of an Armenian
Convert: The I'tirafnama of Abkar (‘Ali Akbar)
Armani,” in Hani Khafipour, ed., Empires of the
Near East and India Source Studies of the Safavid,
Ottoman, and Mughal Literate Communities (Columbia
University Press, 2019), pp. 11-31.
______, wrote the introduction to a new edition
of Giovanni-Tommaso Minadoi, The War between
the Turks and the Persians (I. B. Tauris, 2019;
originally translated and published in 1595), pp.
vii-xiv.
Saïd Amir, Arjomand, Revolution: Structure and
Meaning in World History (University of Chicago
Press, 2019)
______, “Persianate Islam and the Secularity of
Kingship.” In Companion to the Study of Secularity.
Edited by HCAS “Multiple Secularities – Beyond
the West, Beyond Modernities.” Leipzig
University,
2019.
https://www.multiplesecularities.de/publications/companion/persianat
e-islam-and-the-secularity-of-kingship/
Stefan Kamola, Making Mongol History: Rashid alDin and the Jami’ al-Tawarikh (Edinburgh
University Press, 2019).
Richard M. Eaton, India in the Persianate Age,
1000-1765 (University of California Press, 2019).
Mostafa Vaziri, Liberation Philosophy: From the
Buddha to Omar Khayyam - Human Evolution from
Myth-Making to Rational Thinking (University of
Innsbruck, 2019)
 دستورنويسي در شبه قاره )فرهنگستان، ويراستار،ثريا پناهي
.(١٣٩٨ ،زبان و ادب فارسي
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Editorial Notes
The deadline for the next Newsletter will be
March 1, 2020.
If you have not yet renewed your
membership, please do so as soon as possible.
Your continued support is now made easier with
online membership renewal. Please visit:
http://www.persianatesocieties.org/index.php/m
embership to access the online form and link to
PayPal (which accepts multiple currencies). ASPS’
online form should reflect the address to where
you would like your issues of JPS to be sent and
your preferred e-mail address for ASPS
communications. Please note, the PayPal site
requires your billing address. If you have paid, but
have not received the latest volume of the Journal
of Persianate Studies, please let us know.
Please send your news and all items of
professional interest to Mehdi Faraji at:
newsletter@persianatesocieties.org

