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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Greetings to all ASPS members,
I hope this message finds you well and in good
health. Even as spring is in full bloom around us,
our world is in the midst of an unprecedented
global health crisis that has had and will have
many repercussions. As you all know, one of the
unfortunate outcomes for us was the cancellation
of the Ninth Biennial Convention in New Delhi
early last month. It had to be done almost at the
last minute, but our concern for the safety of our
members and the local community vastly
outweighed all other considerations including the
financial losses for ASPS and many participants
who had to cancel their flights and hotel
reservations. We sincerely appreciated the
comments of support and encouragement for the
future many of you sent to us. I am particularly
grateful to all the members of the Board of
Directors, and Dr. Salma Farooqui in Hyderabad,
for their good counsel during these difficult times.
During the normal course of the year, we would
be taking concrete steps towards confirming the
time and location of our next conference.
However, the world is in a state of limbo right
now regarding what the future holds. If things go
well, it could be held as soon as next summer. It
will be held in a different venue and, to the extent
possible, with no overlaps with other important
conferences related to Persianate studies. Please
stay tuned to announcements that we shall be
making, hopefully, by the late spring or early
summer. It is also at this time that we begin our
search for the next president, an important and
not easy task that a committee will undertake. In
the meantime, do send us news of your
publications for the next newsletter, as well as any
thoughts on how we can flourish as an association
as we will undoubtedly face many practical
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challenges. I know that our scholarship and work
sustain us all to a great degree, and may the bonds
that already exist between all of us across nations
and continents continue to be strong.
Good wishes for your well-being and health.
Sunil Sharma

NEWS FROM THE
JOURNAL

VOLUME NO. 13.1
CONTENTS
Saïd Amir Arjomand, The Emergence and
Development of Persianate Sufism: Khorasan, 9th–
12th Centuries
Mohsen Rahmati, The Saffarid Yaʿqub b. Layth and
the Revival of Persian Kingship
Rudi Matthee, “Neither Eastern nor Western,
Iranian”: How the Quest for Self-Sufficiency Helped
Shape Iran’s Modern Nationalism
Daniel Beben, Review Essay: Recent Scholarship on
Early Modern Central Asia

NEWS FROM THE
OFFICES
Armenia
ASPS Armenia, New Publications:
1. “Studies on the Caucasian-Caspian Philology”
is a new project launched by the Institute of
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Oriental Studies, Russian-Armenian University,
Yerevan, and Centre for the Great Islamic
Encyclopedia, Tehran. The bilingual (Persian and
Russian) academic quarterly journal, edited by
Garnik S. Asatrian (Yerevan) and Nadereh Nafisi
(Tehran), is published in Tehran and focuses on
the problems of languages, literature, folklore and
culture of the peoples of the Caucasian-Caspian
region. The journal invites materials in Persian
and Russian on any relevant issue. Please, send
you articles to:
nad_nafisi@yahoo.com or amir_zeyghami@yaho
o.com
2. The 4th volume (2019) of the international
peer-reviewed series “Caucaso-Caspica: Research
Papers from the Institute of Oriental Studies,
Russian-Armenian University" (edited by Garnik
S. Asatrian) is published in Yerevan. Apart from
the articles on history, languages and literature,
mythology and culture, folklore and religion, the
volume includes analytical materials on topical
issues of regional politics, as well as the short
monograph by James Russell "The Black Dervish
of Armenian Futurism.” The volume can be
downloaded here
chromeextension://gphandlahdpffmccakmbngmbjnjiiahp
/http://orient.rau.am/uploads/blocks/0/5/517/
files/Caucaso-Caspica-4--2019_-1.pdf
You can submit materials to:
caucasoiranica@gmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS & PROGRAMS
Armenian School of Languages and Cultures
– ASPIRANTUM
Armenian School of Languages and Cultures –
ASPIRANTUM invites international participants
to participate in Armenian, Persian, and Russian
summer schools in Yerevan, Armenia.
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

You can read the testimonials of its alumni here:
https://aspirantum.com/testimonials
There are also scholarships available:
https://aspirantum.com/scholarships
You may find the details about the Persian
language winter school here:
https://aspirantum.com/topics/persian
You may also watch this video about summer
schools:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4R4JlteBOx
w
And this video about Persian language courses:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ghYTj7v6
0s
PAST CONFERENCES & EVENTS
The Inaugural Conference of the
Mediterranean Regional Branch of ASPS
Date: November 28, 2019
Sapienza per il Dialogo Transculturale
Nell’ambito di questa giornata inaugurale si
celebrerà l’apertura della sede regionale
mediterranea della The Association for the Study of
Persianate Societies (ASPS), che ha sede presso il
Centro Ricerca di Cooperazione con l’Eurasia, Il
Mediterraneo e l’Africa Sub-Sahariana (CEMAS)
di Sapienza Università di Roma, e l’inizio del
nuovo ciclo di conferenze "Parlane con Sapienza,
Uno Sguardo Oltre". La serie di incontri sarà
dedicata al dibattito sulle minoranze e varietà
socio-culturali presenti nella vasta regione che va
dall’Asia Centrale al Mediterraneo. L’iniziativa ha
inoltre l’intento di rafforzare la nostra azione
nell’ambito della “terza missione” universitaria.
La nuova sede italiana ASPS rafforzerà il dialogo
scientifico e multidisciplinare dando la possibilità
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di ampliare il network internazionale accademico.
Al contempo il ciclo di conferenze sul Medio
Oriente permetterà di volgere uno sguardo sulla
complessità di regioni e società in continua
trasformazione offrendo uno sguardo oltre i
confini dell’Ateneo e coinvolgendo diversi settori
della società civile. In occasione della prima
giornata di studi avranno luogo una serie di
interventi introdotti da studiosi del settore che
declineranno, attraverso sfaccettate prospettive, il
tema della varietà religiosa nel contesto iranico,
fra tardo-antico e medioevo.
Sapienza for Transcultural Dialogue
On this inaugural day, we are glad to celebrate the
opening of the Mediterranean regional branch of
the Association for the Study of Persianate Societies
(ASPS) based at the Research Centre for
Cooperation with Eurasia, the Mediterranean and
Sub-Saharan Africa (CEMAS) - Sapienza
University of Rome - and the beginning of a new
series of seminars entitled “Parlane con Sapienza,
Uno Sguardo Oltre” dedicated to minorities and
socio-cultural varieties in historical and
contemporary Middle East and North Africa. The
lectures will foster our university’s “third mission”
activities, by targeting diverse audiences.
The new Italian regional branch will strengthen
both the scientific debate and the possibility of
expanding the international academic network. At
the same time, the cycle of conferences on the
Middle East will allow us to better understand the
complexity of regions and societies in continuous
transformation, by opening a dialogue that goes
beyond the boundaries of the University and
involves different constituents of the civil society.
On the occasion of the first workshop, scholars in
the field of Iranian Studies will deliver lectures
focusing on religious variety in late antique and
medieval Iran. The multi-faceted approaches will
provide an in-depth perspective on such a
challenging socio-cultural context.
Sapienza per il dialogo interculturale
Inaugurazione della sede regionale del Mediterraneo
dell’Association for the Study of Persianate
Societies (ASPS)
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Sessione di apertura del ciclo di seminari sul Medio
Oriente “Parlane con Sapienza, Uno Sguardo Oltre”
9:00 – 11:00 Saluti istituzionali
Eugenio Gaudio: Magnifico Rettore, Sapienza
Università di Roma
Stefano Asperti: Preside Facoltà di Lettere e
Filosofia
Andrea Carteny: Direttore CEMAS
Giorgio Piras: Direttore del Dipartimento di
Scienze dell'Antichità
Performance di musica tradizionale persiana
(Pejman Tadayon – Musicista e compositore
iraniano)
Introduzione ai lavori
Carlo G. Cereti: Delegato per la cooperazione
internazionale, Sapienza Università di Roma
Varietà religiosa nell’Iran pre-moderno: Primo
seminario di Parlane con Sapienza, Uno Sguardo Oltre
11:30 – 13:00 Prima sessione
Antonio Panaino: La divina provvidenza di
Ohrmazd, tra apocatastasi e apocalittica.
(Università di Bologna)
Gianfilippo Terribili: Visitazione e risveglio
spirituale in periodo tardo-sasanide. Parallelismi
funzionali tra le figure di Srōš e San Sergio.
(Univesità la Sapienza)
Modera Andrea Piras
15:00 – 16:30 Seconda sessione
Carlo G. Cereti: Narseh e Anāhīta: al ritorno alle
origini o influenza occidentale? (Univesità la
Sapienza)
Andrea Piras: Immaginario apocalittico e
propaganda regale nelle lettere di Khusraw II
all’imperatore Maurizio. (Università di Bologna)
Paolo Ognibene: Iran esterno: continuità
linguistica e continuità religiosa? (Università di
Bologna)
Said Arjomand: Manichaeism as a World
Religion and Its Influence on Islam
Modera Antonio Panaino
Date: 28, Novembre, 2019
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Venue: Sapienza Università di Roma
Palazzo rettorato (CU001), Aula Multimediale
Piazzale Aldo Moro, 5.

1970s. However, family matters called him back
to Iran to take care of the family (mis)fortune.
Being a good son, he did.

Sapienza Università di Roma
Comitato scientifico e organizzativo:
Carlo G. Cereti
Gianfilippo Terribili
Alessia Melcangi
Shirin Zakeri

After that, Saïd came to the US, in particular the
University of Chicago. If London was the town in
which he was “goofing off” (his words), Chicago
became the city of the monastic drill that made
him a scholar and the person we know. A
scholar’s scholar you may say.

Retirement of the ASPS Founder and Past
President
To mark the retirement of ASPS Founder and
Past-President at the end of 2019, The Stony
Brook Institute for Global Studies and the
Department of Sociology sponsored an event in
Stony Brook, New York, on Wednesday, October
16, 2019, in which he presented his new book,
Revolution: Structure and Meaning in World
History, followed by a reception during which
Professor Wolf Schäfer, Director of the Stony
Brook Institute made the following remarks to
commemorate Arjomand’s years at Stony Brook:
Saïd Arjomand and I have been friends and
colleagues for quite some time now. So it is in
order for me to say a few words at this moment
of his transition from university professor to
emeritus.
We are both immigrants. Saïd from Iran, a current
enemy; I from Germany, a former enemy. English
was not our first language and we share the
experience of being associated with an alien
heritage.
Saïd joined Stony Brook’s Sociology Department
in 1978 with a doctorate from the University of
Chicago. Yet sociology was not his first interest.
His original aspiration was to become a wealthy
banker and live a life of leisure and independent
studies. For this, he studied Economics at Sussex
University and then briefly at the School of
Oriental and African Studies at the University of
London. This was in the late 1960s and early
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

From his first books – The Shadow of God and
the Hidden Imam (1984) and The Turban for the
Crown: The Islamic Revolution in Iran (1988) –
to the presently last – Revolution: Structure and
Meaning in World History (2019) – as well as
many authored, edited, and co-edited books in
between, Saïd Arjomand has delved into world
and global history, religion, politics, and culture,
languages outside of the Western canon, and the
erudite works of scholars that had been influential
once, but are hardly any longer read or known
today.
A week ago, on his way back from Iran, he
emailed me that he had missed a connecting flight
in Doha, Qatar. I said, enjoy yourself in Doha.
Dr. Arjomand did and spend the evening reading
a work by Walter Bruno Henning from 1941 on
the Iranian, Manichaean prophet Māni the, who
was born into a Jewish Christian Gnostic sect in
216.
Saïd has a liberal cosmopolitan mind. I tried to
convince him about the shortcomings of
traditional world history and the appropriateness
of global history for our time. He kind of agreed,
but look at his last title on the structure and
meaning of revolution in world history. I am
perhaps of a more Kantian mind, looking for
definitions that accentuate differences.
An enduring legacy of Saïd’s highly productive
scholarship are the Association for the Study of
Persianate Societies and its journal, the Journal of
Persianate Studies (published by Brill), which were
both founded by him. Dr. Arjomand served as the
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association’s president thrice (1996 to 2002, 200508, and 2015-18).
For our circle of friends in Stony Brook, Saïd and
his late wife Kathryn started the first open house
continued until she fell ill with ALS, with
unforgettable good food and, when the Persian
New Year came around, with the obligatory
goldfish swimming in a glass bowl.
Both children have started promising university
careers, which is no certainty in academic families.
Minou (PhD Columbia University) is an Assistant
Professor at the University of Texas at Austin,
and Noah (PhD Columbia University) a
postdoctoral scholar at Indiana University,
Bloomington. Minou has just won a fellowship in
Berlin at the Wissenschaftskolleg, a big honor,
and Noah is completing a film about assistive
communication technology and its role in the life
of an ALS patient (his mother).
In February 2018, Saïd remarried Simin
Ghodstinat, an Iranian textile designer, whom he
had first met many decades ago. Simin has
restored an old house in Kashan in the northern
part of Iran’s Isfahan province where they now
live.
ASPS Founder’s Visit of the Central Library of
the University of Tehran
ASPS Founder and PastPresident, Saïd Amir
Arjomand, visited the
Central Library of the
University of Tehran and
its
newly
opened
museum, accompanied
by its Director, Dr.
Rasool Jafarian. He also
visited
its
special
collections hall (تاﻻر
 )نفيسwhich houses three special collections: the
libraries of 'Ali-Asghar Hekmat, Sa’id Nafisi and
Ebrāhim Pur-Davud. Also, of interest is the
collection of the textbooks for primary and
secondary school from the beginning of the
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

modern school system under Reza Shah to the
present.
Conference of the Cluster of Excellence
“Religion and Politics”
From Cultural Translation to Interreligious
Controversy
Jerome Xavier’s (1549-1617) Engagement with
Mughal India and Safavid Persia
Date: 28-30 October 2019
Venue: Kapuzinerkloster /Kapuzinerstraße 2729/48149 Münster
The Cluster of Excellence “Religion and
Politics” has been investigating since 2007 the
complex relationship between religion and politics
across eras and cultures. The 140 researchers
from 20 disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences will focus in the new funding phase
(2019 to 2025) on the “dynamics of tradition and
inno-vation.” Epoch-spanning studies will analyze
the factors that make religion the motor of
political and social change. Particular attention
will be paid to the paradox that religions often
develop their innovative potential by drawing on
their traditions.
The Cluster of Excellence is the largest of its kind
in Germany and the only one in the country that
deals with the issue of religion. The Cluster will be
funded to the amount of 31 million euros from
2019 to 2025.
Organization: Dr. Dr. Haila Manteghi and Prof.
Dr. Norbert Hintersteiner
PUBLICATIONS
Rudi Matthee, “Safavid Iran and the 'Turkish
Question' or How to Avoid a War on Multiple
Fronts,” Iranian Studies 52, 3-4, (2019): pp. 513-42.
______, “A Safe Space for the Shah and His
Women: The Practice of Quruq in the Safavid
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Period,” Studia Litteraria Universitatis Iagellonicae
Cracoviensis, Special Issue, Volume in Honour of
Professor Anna Krasnowolska (2019): pp. 113-33.
______, “Capitalism in Iran: Exceptionalism and
Delayed Development,” in Dilip M. Menon and
Kaveh Yazdani, eds., Historical Capitalisms: Towards
a Global Perspective (Delhi: Oxford University
Press, 2020): pp. 349-80.
Alyssa Gabbay, Gender and Succession in Medieval
and Early Modern Islam: Bilateral Descent and the
Legacy of Fatima (I.B. Tauris/Bloomsbury, 2020).
Jason M. Silverman, Persian Royal—Judaean
Elite Engagements in the Teispid and
Achaemenid Empire: The King’s Acolytes
(LHBOTS 690; London: T&T Clark, 2019).
Richard Foltz, “The Rekom Shrine in North
Ossetia and its Annual Ceremony,” Iran and the
Caucasus 24/1 (2020): 38-52.
______, “Scythian Neo-paganism in the
Caucasus: The Ossetian Uatsdin as a Nature
Religion,” the Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature
and Culture 13/3 (2019): 314-332.
Fjalori Persisht-Shqip (Farhang-i Farsi-Ship Vāzhi) is
the first Persian-Albanian and English academic
dictionary published by Albanian Rumi
foundation and Toena publishing house on March
2010 in about 1000 pages. This work includes
about twenty thousand entries, expressions, and
sentences of modern Persian into Albanian and
English. Persian words are transliterated for
Albanian readers. As mentioned in the
introduction, this project had initiated with Seyed
Amir Hossein Asghari’s idea of making a PersianAlbanian Dictionary when he was teaching
Persian language and literature in Albania. There
is a group of scholars, both Iranian and Albanian,
who participated in doing this project. Here are
their names based on alphabetical order:
Asghari, Seyed AmirHossein
Asghari, Seyedeh Leila
Asghari, Seyed Ali
Hadroj, Bahrje
Lohja, Edin
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Shehu, Hajru
Part of this dictionary is available in the below
link:
https://archive.org/details/persianalbanianenglis
hdictionary

Editorial Notes
The deadline for the next Newsletter will be
August 20, 2020.
If you have not yet renewed your
membership, please do so as soon as possible.
Your continued support is now made easier with
online membership renewal. Please visit:
http://www.persianatesocieties.org/index.php/m
embership to access the online form and link to
PayPal (which accepts multiple currencies). ASPS’
online form should reflect the address to where
you would like your issues of JPS to be sent and
your preferred e-mail address for ASPS
communications. Please note, the PayPal site
requires your billing address. If you have paid, but
have not received the latest volume of the Journal
of Persianate Studies, please let us know.
Please send your news and all items of
professional interest to Mehdi Faraji at:
newsletter@persianatesocieties.org

