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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Greetings to all ASPS members,
I hope you all have been well in the past few
months. It is difficult to believe that what we
thought was going to be a temporary health crisis
has persisted, and its outcome is not clear at this
time. The Board of Directors met recently and
decided not to reschedule the ninth convention
until at least 2022. Even if the situation with
regard to travel and holding large meetings is
improved in 2021, we do not want to hold our
conference in the same year as that of our sister
association, the Association for Iranian Studies.
Instead, we are focusing on organizing alternate
kinds of events in the coming months and next year.
Therefore it is my great pleasure to announce the
launch of the ASPS Virtual Event Series. This
new series, organized by our Vice President
Kazuo Morimoto, along with the support of
Board members Jo-Ann Gross, D Gershon
Lewental, and Mana Kia, will feature a variety of
online events (lectures, conversations, miniconferences, etc.) and will begin in later this year
and continue throughout 2021. These events will
allow ASPS members to remain intellectually
engaged and to have the opportunity to interact
with colleagues through their participation. We
hope to have a robust audience for this exciting
lecture and encourage you to participate. Your
feedback on the events is always welcome.
In the coming weeks, we will hold elections for the
next president and also to fill two Board member
positions that will fall vacant at the end of the year. In
the meantime, do send us news of your publications
for the next newsletter. Please also remember to
renew your membership if it has expired.
You have my continued good wishes for your
well-being and health.
Sunil Sharma
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

NEWS FROM THE
JOURNAL
VOLUME NO. 13.2
CONTENTS
Vural Genç, An Iranian Shāhnāma writer at the
Palace of Bayezid II Malekzāda Āhī
Julia Rubanovich, Joseph and His Two Wives:
Patterns of Cultural Accommodation in the
Judeo-Persian Tale of Yusof and Zoleykhā
Mahmood Sadat Bidgoli, An Analysis of the
Rug-Washing Ceremony in Mashhad-e Ardehāl,
Kāshān
Michael Vahidirad, The Consequences of Iran’s
Occupation in World War II on Agricultural
Economics
Saeed Dalil, Barend Wind, Abolfazl Meshkini,
and Jafar Javan, Narratives of Home in the
Fringe of Tehran: The Case of Shahriar County
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CERF ANNOUNCEMENTS

Central Eurasia Research Fund (CERF)

Call for applications
Deadline January 15, 2021
CERF grants support original research leading to
the publication of a book or monograph
concerning Persianate culture by individual
scholars
from
Afghanistan,
Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan,
and
Northwest China. Grants do not exceed US
$1500 and provide funding for the following:
publication costs for a book or monograph,
technical equipment necessary for specific
research projects, such as computers, printers,
scanners, voice recorders, or digital cameras;
travel expenses for archival research that will
directly result in an original book or monograph.
The deadline for receipt of electronic submissions
is January 15th of each year. Awards are
announced on March 1st. The award period is for
one year.
CERF does not support the publication of
periodical articles. The publication of previously
published works, including translations from
English, will be considered only in exceptional
circumstances when the applicant can
demonstrate a critical need for such a work.
Applications for projects based on original
archival or field research and those leading to the
publication
of
previously
unpublished
manuscripts, lithographs, documentary sources or
material culture are strongly encouraged.
Eligibility
A minimum degree equivalent to a B.A. Grantees
may only reapply for a CERF Grant after five
years from the receipt of a previous CERF award.
Selection
Awards are made once a year. An ASPS
evaluation committee reviews applications. Every
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

effort is made to provide regional balance in the
distribution of grants based on:
 Importance of the topic
 Academic merit of the proposed project
 Demonstrated career commitment to the
field
 Feasibility of the project
 Potential impact of the research
 Adequate academic and professional
experience of the candidate
Application
CERF candidates must submit an electronic
application in MS Word format by January 15th
to the Director of the CERF program, Dr. JoAnn Gross, at gross@tcnj.edu with the following
required information:
A. Background Information
 Name and address, email address, fax
number
 Place and date of birth
 Citizenship
 Institutional name and address
 Research field or discipline
 Highest degree obtained
B. Research Proposal
 Title of research project
 Description of project (1-2 typewritten
pages). The description should include:
Theme, Purpose, Methodology, Potential
impact and importance of the publication,
and Language of publication
C. Budget (including detailed account of
specific expenses)
Please keep a copy of the application
requirements for your records and check off each
category prior to application submission.
Incomplete applications will be invalidated.
Award and Final Report
Grant recipients must submit a written report and
two copies of any publication resulting from the
award within two months of the award
completion period. The report must include the
following: name of project and objectives; extent
to which the objectives were met; impact of
project; receipts of all expenses.
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Final reports, including receipts of all expenses,
must be remitted at the end of the project period
in order for the CERF to meet its own internal
accounting requirements that ensure the CERF’s
continued operation.
2020 CERF Recipients
The CERF Committee is pleased to announce
two 2020 awards:
Dr. Aftandil Erkinov, Center for Research of
Uzbekistan's Cultural Wealth Located Overseas,
Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, Tashkent, Uzbekistan
“Hakim Khan’s Hajj Pilgrimage in 1823-1828,
based on the Muntakhab al-tawārīkh”
Qurbonnazar Tavurov, Candidate of Philosophy,
Khorog State University, Khorog, Badakhshan,
Tajikistan
“Philosophical Views of Sayyid Suhrab Wali
Badakhshani”
2020 CERF Committee
Dr. Ghazzal Dabiri
Dr. Jo-Ann Gross, The College of New Jersey
(CERF Director)
Dr. Gershon Lewental, Shalem College

ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS & PROGRAMS
Real and Other World in Islam: Traditions,
Ideas, and Practices
Conference dates: November 20, 2020
Venue: Russian State University for the
Humanities in Moscow
Department of Modern East of the faculty of
political history and law and Centre for
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Iranian studies of the Russian State University
for the Humanities are pleased to invite you to
the Conference Real and Other World in Islam:
Traditions, Ideas, and Practices.
Since the first centuries of Islam, its experience of
communicating with the other world has ranged
from magical practices to sightseeing and
revelations. This experience has been richly
reflected in both written tradition and ritual
practices. In modern Islam interest in the other
side is not only preserved, but also given new
meaning in different contexts: religion, theology,
and politics. Genuine interest in the other world is
evident both in artistic creation and in everyday
life.
The main topics of the conference:
• Studies of contacts with other world in
Sunni Tradition
• Studies of contacts with other world in
Medieval and Modern Sufism
• Studies of contacts with other world in
Medieval and Modern Shi ‘ism
• Studies of contacts with other world in
Islamic Magic
• Contacts with other world in Medieval and
Modern Literature of the World of Islam
• Supernatural realm and everyday live
• Otherworldly discourses of Modern Politics
of the World of Islam
Аbstracts may be submitted in Russian and
English. The abstracts should not exceed 300
words.
The deadline for submission is August 31, 2020.
Conference dates: November 20, 2020.
Venue: Russian State University for the
Humanities in Moscow.
Contact e-mail: rgguconference@yandex.ru.
Conference coordinator: Ms. Natalia Safonova
(Department of Modern East).
Pavel Basharin
Director of the Centre for Iranian studies of the
Russian State University for the Humanities
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A New Book Series
“Iran from the Pahlavis to the Present”
I wanted to share with you news of the start of a
new book series called “Iran from the Pahlavis to
the Present” by Hurst Publishers and Oxford
University Press. As the editor of the series, I
would be delighted to discuss and work with you
on current or future manuscripts that could be
published under the series. Book manuscripts
accepted for publication under the series would
be published simultaneously by Hurst in the UK
and Europe and by OUP in the US.
I am also now heading a newly established Iranian
Studies Unit at the Arab Center for Research and
Policy Studies (ACRPS). Our goal at the unit is to
produce in-depth and original studies of Iranian
domestic and international politics, including
especially Iran’s relations with the Arab world. I
also look forward to working with you as the
unit’s work kicks off in earnest.
Mehran Kamrava, PhD
Professor of Government
Georgetown University Qatar
Head, Iranian Studies Unit, ACRPS
The Ghassem Ghani Collection at Yale
University
August 17th 2020
We are pleased to report the progress of our
website, the Ghani Collection at Yale. The Ghani
Collection is the first phase of the Yale Iranian
History Internet Archive (YIHA) project which
intends to digitize and make publicly available
valuable Persian-language resources at Yale
University Libraries and elsewhere, including lessaccessible and unknown private collections,
related to nineteenth and twentieth-century
Iranian and Persianate history. This is an ongoing
project that aims to digitize, transcribe, annotate,
and make searchable all its holdings. So far, four
series have been completed. We will soon
complete the uploading of the original image of
the entire collection. You can consult the
documents and search them based on the names
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

of the personalities, places, dates, or technical
terms.
The Ghani Collection, housed in the Manuscripts
and Archives of Yale University’s Sterling
Memorial Library, was compiled by the renowned
Iranian scholar Dr. Qasem Ghani (1893-1952)
during 1940s and early 1950s and was purchased
by Yale University in the early 1960s. It is a rich
resource of Persian documents related to the
Qajar and early Pahlavi periods, roughly covering
between 1830s and 1930s and consists of more
than 1,000 documents, including official
correspondence, daily reports, such as those
addressed to Naser al-Din Shah by his celebrated
premier Mirza Taqi Khan Amir Kabir, as well as
financial documents, diplomatic dispatches,
intelligence reports, and private letters by
important statesmen such as Mirza Hosain Khan
Moshir al- Dowleh and Mirza ‘Ali Asghar Khan
Amin al-Soltan. The Ghani Collection holds
documents about political dissidents such as the
Babi-Baha’i leadership in exile, Mirza Malkum
Khan Nazem al-Dowleh and Sayyid Jamal al-Din
Asadabadi (al-Afghani) and personalities during
and after the Constitutional Revolution (19061911), as well as Persian merchant communities in
Egypt, and letters by Iranian women of the Qajar
elite. There are also random royal decrees,
peoples’ petitions to the Qajar shahs and officials
and some litigations brought before the state
authorities.
Access to the Ghani Collection is free and open
to all useres. YIHA welcomes establishing links
with other Iranian history databases and pertinent
websites. For further details please contact
yiha@yale.edu .
Abbas Amanat
William Graham Sumner Professor of History,
Yale University
Director, Yale Program in Iranian Studies
Saghar Sadeghian
Assistant Professor of History, Willamette
University
Associate Director, Yale Iranian History Internet
Archive
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PAST CONFERENCES & EVENTS

Hamidreza Ziba'i (Tehran: Bonyad-e Iranshenasi,
1399/2020).

The Met Mourns the Loss of Dr.
Abdullah Ghouchani

Leonard Lewisohn, ed. Sufis and Their
Opponents in the Persianate World (The UCI
Jordan Center for Persian Studies, 2020).

The Department of Islamic Art at The Met
mourns the loss of our respected colleague Dr.
Abdullah Ghouchani, who recently passed away
in Iran.
Dr. Ghouchani had a long association with the
Department of Islamic Art where he was involved
in many important museum projects as an
epigrapher, author, scholar, and researcher. His
understanding of texts in Persian and Arabic, as
well as his vast knowledge of literary material
made him an invaluable resource. He was an
important link between our department and Iran,
allowing us to keep scholarly conversations and
exchanges
going
between
our
worlds.
Dr. Ghouchani worked on many forms of artistic
media - coins, manuscripts, ceramics, metalwork,
arms, and textiles. Anything with an inscription
on it was a challenge that he welcomed.
The Department of Islamic Art will miss him
tremendously, as will generations of students,
fellows, scholars, and others who have passed
through over the years and benefited from his
knowledge. He will live on in his many
contributions, books, articles and in the memories
of the precious times we shared.
PUBLICATIONS
Mana Kia, Persianate Selves: Memories of Place and
Origin Before Nationalism (Stanford University
Press, 2020)
Richard M. Eaton, India in the Persianate Age
(1000-1765) (UK: Penguin, 2020).
Rudi Matthee and Jorge Flores, Portugal, the
Persian Gulf and Safavid Persia (Leuven: Peeters,
2011), was translated into Persian as Keshvar-e
Portugal, Khalij-e Fars va Iran-e Safavi, trans.
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Iván Szántó and Yuka Kadoi,
eds.,
The
Reshaping of Persian Art: Art Histories of Islamic
Iran and Beyond (Piliscsaba: the Avicenna
Institute of Middle Eastern Studies, 2019).
Iago Gocheleishvili, Modern Persian, Elementary
Level: Like a Nightingale (Anthem Press, 2020).
Afshin Marashi, Exile and the Nation: The Parsi
Community of India and the Making of Modern
Iran (University of Texas Press, 2020).

 دفتر مختصر اصطﻼحات ديواني شبهقاره )عصر اكبر،ثريا پناهي
.(١٣٩٨ ،شاه( )انتشارات عﻠﻤي و فرﻫﻨﮕي

Editorial Notes
The deadline for the next Newsletter will be
March 1, 2020.
If you have not yet renewed your
membership, please do so as soon as possible.
Your continued support is now made easier with
online membership renewal. Please visit:
http://www.persianatesocieties.org/index.php/m
embership to access the online form and link to
PayPal (which accepts multiple currencies). ASPS’
online form should reflect the address to where
you would like your issues of JPS to be sent and
your preferred e-mail address for ASPS
communications. Please note, the PayPal site
requires your billing address. If you have paid, but
have not received the latest volume of the Journal
of Persianate Studies, please let us know.
Please send your news and all items of
professional interest to Mehdi Faraji at:
newsletter@persianatesocieties.org

